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geopolitical balance of power. The security relationship between India and
the U. S.is based on their collective geo-political security interests, and
they advance cooperation through bilateral security and multilateral security
institution building and arms trading interaction targeted at the substantive
institutionalization and development of such cooperation. The goal of the
United States is to bring India into collective security structures under its
leadership, and ultimately establish an India-U. S. security alliance. While
so, structural divisions between India and the U. S. represent a major
obstacle to more substantial bilateral security relations, and the shared
interests between the two states are not sufficient to resolve or put aside
these issues. For India, the formation of a security alliance with the United
States would not only undermine its foreign policy strategy traditions and
norms, but it will also bring extraordinary economic and geo-political
pressures, ultimately increasing its dependence on the United States. In an
international institution of multilateralism and pluralism pursued by India,
more strategically autonomic India can maximize its interests.

KEY WORDS: India; India-U. S. Relations; Defense Cooperation; Security
Cooperation; Quad

U. S. -India Digital Cooperation under the Indo-Pacific Strategy:
Concerns and Tensions
By Chen Ran & Wang Yiwei

ABSTRACT: The U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy envisions an open, inter-
connected, prosperous, strong and secure Indo-Pacific, with the newest
element of the strategy report being a focus on digital cooperation. As a
fulcrum of and an important starting point for the Indo-Pacific Strategy,
India is a priority country for the United States vis-d-vis this area of
cooperation. While so, gaps in digital technologies between the U. S. and
India are significant, including with respect to data localization,
autonomous digital development, cyber security and digital governance.
While the U. S. has attempted to work with India to enhance autonomous
digital development in the Indo-Pacific Region, India has not responded
positively to this move. Fundamentally, U. S.-India digital cooperation is
limited to the transactional level, with political and economic uncertainties
presenting tensions vis-a-vis the future of their bilateral cooperation in this
space. As such, recognizing the differences in objectives and interests
between the U. S. and India, China should take advantage of the tensions
prevailing in U. S. -India digital cooperation, and should expand space for
Sino-India digital cooperation. China can achieve this by cooperating and
engaging in dialogue with India on skills development, investment, and
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development of digital cooperation suitable to developing countries. This
will enable the two countries, and even the whole region to make progress
towards more open and flexible development of digital cooperation, and
towards realizing a community of shared future for mankind in cyberspace.
KEY WORDS: U.S.-India Relations; Digital Cooperation; Indo-Pacific
Strategy; Digital Strategy

The Rise of the Afghan Taliban and the Re-making of the South Asian Order
By Yu Kaiming & Yan Wei

ABSTRACT: Relations between Afghanistan, Pakistan and India have
long been conceptualized as “triangular games” . The Taliban’s return to
power has resulted in the emergence of new dynamics vis-d-vis the
“triangular games”, especially as the impact has spilled over into
Afghanistan’ s neighboring countries, causing both internal and external
pressures. As external powers such as the U. S. has withdrawn from South
Asia, the Taliban has become increasingly independent and assertive vis-d-
vis regional geo-politics. Meanwhile, Pakistan faces an improved geo-
political environment as a result. These are both signs of a much more
dynamic geo-political balance of power emerging in South Asia. While so,
the rise of the Taliban has aggravated the development of religious
extremism and ethnic separatism in South Asia, while also causing a series
of challenges-especially refugees and drugs-to spill over into other parts of
South Asia, prompting growing regional security challenges. The
interaction between these security challenges and geo-political dynamics has
resulted in non-traditional security challenges emerging as a key focus of
traditional interstate competition in the region. At present, the South Asia
region is becoming more autonomous as external interventions weaken.
Countries in the region will need to transcend zero-sum thinking and
cooperate towards resolving security challenges.
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The Strategic Ambitions and Rationale behind
America’s Millennium Challenge Plan in Nepal
By Wang Jing

ABSTRACT: As the U.S. Agency for International Development, the
Peace Corps, and other traditional aid mechanisms continued to encounter
ineffectiveness and complete failure, in 2002 the Millennium Challenge Plan
was introduced to breathe new life and vigor into America’ s overseas
assistance. While so, from the vantage point of recipient countries of this
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