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assistance, America’s motives are read as being motivated less by
internationalism, and more by “modern imperialism”, “great power enticement”
and “political entrapment”. 20 years of history have seen developing
countries systematically reject the Millennium Challenge Plan which has
experienced the sudden termination of activities, the return of project
funds, or “major changes” and “compromises”. In the case of Nepal, the
Millennium Challenge Plan essentially represented America tossing out
“strategic bait” to lure Nepal into falling under American control. An
important reason why America managed to introduce Millennium Challenge
Plan in Nepal was the growing influence of the Nepalese Congress Party and
Hindu nationalism in the country, and the declining power and ideological
influence of the communist movement.

KEY WORDS: Millennium Challenge Plan; Indo-Pacific Strategy; Nepal
Millennium Challenge Compact; Nepal Communist Party

Competition over International Legitimacy and Differential Patterns and
Inconsistencies in the Foreign Policy Moves of the Myanmar
Caretaker Government
By Zhang Tian

ABSTRACT: In 2021, the Myanmar army took over state power,
establishing a caretaker government and recalibrating the country’s foreign
policy to distance itself from the West and align itself more closely with
Russia. While so, these relationships are by no means static, as complex
interactions between Myanmar’s domestic actors and international
stakeholders result in significant fluctuations in policy. After the Myanmar
army took power, they clashed with opposition parties not only for
domestic legitimacy, but also for international legitimacy. This manifests
itself largely in competition between these parties over recognition and
acceptance by states of legal governing status, overseas interests and
values. In such processes of competition over international legitimacy,
incumbents and their challengers will adopt different strategies depending
on their relative strength. They will further seek to maintain diplomatic
initiative by shifting positions regularly. This is manifested in the military’s
warm but distant approach to Russia, its close but tepid approach to China
and India, its careful following of but avoidance of dependency on ASEAN,
and its inseparable position vis-a-vis the West.

KEY WORDS: Myanmar; International Legitimacy; Foreign Policy
Moves; International Recognition; State Administrative Council
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