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with respect to international investments.
KEY WORDS: A Community with a Shared Future for Mankind; Chinese

Companies; FDI to South Asia; Investment Security

NATOization of the Indo-Pacific and QUAD Cooperation :
The Limits of India’s Participation
By Hu Juan

ABSTRACT. After the Biden Administration took office, the United
States began to place more emphasis on the development of a multilateral
Indo-Pacific alliance, relying heavily on the power of its allies to contain
China. On one hand, the United States has leveraged the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue with Australia, India and Japan to build an “Indo-Pacific”
NATO. On the other hand, the U. S. has relied on its special position in
NATO to press its NATO allies to support the Indo-Pacific Strategy,
causing them to repeatedly become involved in Indo-Pacific Affairs. The
United States relies on these two alliances as tools to realize its geo-political
objectives and to speed the pace of the “NATOization” of the Indo-
Pacific. The QUAD has continued to increase geo-political and geo-economic
pressure on China, causing China to face a more hostile external
environment. As one of the most geo-strategically positioned members of the
QUAD, India’s attitude towards the grouping and the Indo-Pacific strategy
has shifted from one of “cautious involvement” to one of a “proactive role”.
It is argued here that based on its diplomatic traditions, strategic culture
and state power, India’s participation in the QUAD will remain limited.
QUAD Cooperation will not develop into the type of hard balancing
characteristic of NATO. Instead, India’s balancing of China through the
QUAD will focus on soft-balancing and limited hard balancing. Assessing
the limits of Indian participation in the QUAD is critical for determining the
level of impact it will have on China, and for responding to the pressure and
containment that the QUAD brings to bear.

KEY WORDS: NATOization of the Indo-Pacific; QUAD Cooperation;
India; Hard-Balancing
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