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Offshore Balancing and Pivotal State Selection:
The Biden Administration’s Policy towards India

By Zhang Yuquan & Liu Xingjun

ABSTRACT: After the Biden Administration took office, the focus of the
U. S. Indo-Pacific Strategy has focused on hedging against offshore threats,
with the fundamental objective of containing a potentially hegemonic China.
Towards this goal, the U. S. has selected India, which it has encouraged to
serve as a key supporting state in taking on the responsibility of checking
China’s influence and maintaining America’s dominant position in the Indo-
Pacific region. The main characteristics of the Biden Administration’s policy
towards India might be characterized as follows: optimize its resource
allocation vis-da-vis India; leverage “democratic values” as a basis on which
India might support the maintenance of American hegemony; reduce
America’ s strategic responsibilities, while easing diplomatic ties with
China and supporting India to check and balance against China; maintain
the regional balance of power., and use India to build an alliance system to
contain China. The Biden Administration’s policy towards India is driven by
factors such as the perceptions of decision makers towards India and the
participation of overseas Indian political interest groups; the practical need
to use India to build external-balancing; and the need to delay the decline of
American hegemony. The offshore balancing strategy of the Biden
Administration will serve to further damage Sino-Indian relations, deepen
interference in the domestic affairs of South Asian countries, and
complicate the regional security environment. To a certain extent, it will
also enhance India’s influence within the Indo-Pacific region. The offshore
balancing strategy will result in strategic differences between the U. S. and
India, and the two states will face challenges with respect to collective
action. The U. S. and India will be forced to address these challenges.

KEY WORDS: The Biden Administration; Offshore Balancing; Indo-
Pacific Strategy; India; Foreign Policy
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