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India’s Maritime Domain Awareness System: Development and Constraints

By Liu Hongliang

ABSTRACT: The development and enhancement of a maritime domain
awareness system is a critical objective for the Indian navy in recent years,
this having been clearly articulated both in the Indian Maritime Doctrine and
the Indian Maritime Security Strategy (2015). Such a system must be
developed based on strong technical knowhow and support, while also
requiring information sharing and coordination across states. This implies
that India will need to increase its defense capabilities as well as its policy
coordination with relevant countries. The focus of the maritime domain
awareness system that India is developing is meant to respond to the so-
called China threat, and as such, India is coordinating and cooperating
with the United States, France, the countries of the Bay of Bengal, and
the island nations of the India Ocean. While it faces many constraints, it is
still important to keep a careful eye on India’s progress towards developing
the maritime domain awareness system.

KEY WORDS: Maritime Domain Awareness; Maritime Security; Maritime

Surveillance; Indian Ocean; India

Potential Risks to and Pathways for Enhancement of
Pakistan’s Maritime Security Governance

By Gong Gaojie & Zeng Xinkai

ABSTRACT: Pakistan is located at the confluence of the South Asian
subcontinent and the northeast Indian Ocean and is the gateway to the
Indian Ocean for Central Asian countries. It is also a key maritime state in
the Indian Ocean region due to its clear strategic position between the Indian
Ocean and South Asia. Considering Pakistan’s position on the Indian Ocean
and the surrounding maritime security environment, it is clear that the key
maritime security challenges it faces are tensions with its neighboring
countries in the Indian Ocean, weak levels of awareness of maritime
security on the part of the state and the population, and the weakening of

Pakistan’s maritime control and defense capabilities. The lack of effective
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