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@ Brahma Chellaney, “China’s Creditor Imperialism,” Project Syndicate , December 20, 2017.
https: //www. project-syndicate. org/commentary/china-sri-lanka-hambantota-port-debt-by-brahma-
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@  Brahma Chellaney, “Convicts for Export.” Project Syndicate, July 27, 2010. https: //www.
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@  Yan Hairong and Barry Sautman, “Chasing Ghosts: Rumours and Representations of the
Export of Chinese Convict Labour to Developing Countries,” The China Quarterly, Vol. 210, June
2012, p. 398.

@  Brahma Chellaney, “The Fall of the House of Rajapaksa,” Project Syndicate, July 12, 2022.
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® Maria Abi-Habib, “How China Got Sri Lanka to Cough up a Port,” The New York Times ,
June 25, 2018, https: //www. nytimes. com/2018/06/25/world/asia/china-sri-lanka-port. html;
John Hurley, Scott Morris and Gailyn Portelance, “Examining the Debt Implications of the Belt and
Road Initiative from a Policy Perspective,” Center for Global Development Policy Paper, March
2018. https: //www. cgdev. org/sites/default/files/examining-debt-implications-belt-and-road-initiative-

policy-perspective. pdf
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@  See Manel Pushpakumari and Ishara Mudugamuwa, “2019 Budget Is Only a Budget Targeting
the Election.” Daily News, March 6, 2019, https: //www. dailynews. 1k/2019/03/06/local/179
501/2019-budget-only-budget-targeting-election; “Citizens’ Mail,” Daily News, March 7, 2019.
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@  See “A Dark Era in Sri Lankan History,” Duily News, December 5, 2017, https: //www.
dailynews. 1k/2017/12/05/ features/ 136397/ dark-cra-sri-lankan-history; Disna Mudalige, “Budget 2019
Benefits for All Sectors.” Daily News. March 6, 2019, https: //www. dailynews. lk/2019/03/06/
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security governance and maritime security pressure from the U. S. and India
through the Indo-Pacific Strategy also represent latent security risks. In the
future, Pakistan can better leverage the capacities of external states by
building strategic cooperation with China. And enhance the maritime
security awareness by its officials and the broader population. Pakistan can
also develop its status as a leading maritime economy, which can further
strengthen its offshore security. By “balancing great powers,” Pakistan can
act as an intermediary between the U. S. and China with respect to maritime
security in the Indian Ocean region. Last but not least, Pakistan can change
its status from a participant in maritime security governance into a
facilitating role. In conclusion, these measures will ultimately aid in
improving Pakistan’s maritime security outlook, while enhancing its
maritime governance capacities.

KEY WORDS: Maritime Security; Regional Governance; Security Mechanisms;

Maritime Awareness; India-Pakistan Relations

The Decay of the “Debt Trap Theory” :
A Multi-Dimensional Analysis of Sri Lankan Media Narrative

By Xu Juan & Tu Shuan

ABSTRACT: Sri Lanka is in the midst of a profound economic and political
crisis, and the theory that the country faces a so-called “debt trap”
prompted by China’s involvement has once bubbled to the surface. Towards
developing an accurate understanding of the narratives presented in Sri
Lankan media with respect to the “debt trap theory”., and with an eye
towards preventing these narratives from spiraling out of control, this
article analyzes data taken from two popular Sri Lankan media outlets:
Daily News and Daily Mirror. It finds that the “debt trap theory”, which
is ultimately used to criticize China, tends to be transformed into an
introspective discussion in Sri Lanka. In other words, narratives of a “debt
trap” generated by foreign elements are replaced with considerations of the
internal drivers of debt. Through a multi-layered analysis, the article
identifies five explanatory factors that have driven the collapse and
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increasing uncertainty of the “debt trap theory” in Sri Lanka: factors at the
level of individual decision makers; the executive presidential system;
ethnic composition and inter-ethnic relations; “premature” democracy and
economy; diplomatic concepts and change in regional power structures.

KEY WORDS: Belt and Road Initiative; “Debt Trap Theory”; Sri Lanka;

Media Narrative; Multi-Dimensional Analysis

The Rohingya Issue: Roots, Development and Regional Implications
By Yan Fei & Shen Xuhan

ABSTRACT: The Rohingya issue has always represented a major problem
for the Myanmar government and has further engulfed the Southeast Asia
region in a crisis, generating tremendous challenges with respect to
refugees. This article deconstructs the drivers, processes and impacts of the
Rohingya conflict from the vantage point of historical narratives of
Myanmar nationalism, colonialism and anti-colonialism. The article shows
how ethnic conflict in Myanmar has shifted from initial rifts between ethnic
groups to overt ethnic conflict, which ultimately escalated into extreme
violence. On one hand, Muslim scholars in Rakhine State emphasize that
the Rohingya are a nationalities group with a long history; on the other,
Burman scholars emphasize the status of “ Rohingya” as foreign
migrants. These two contradicting discourses resulted in the already
complex issue of disputed nationalities in Myanmar becoming intractable. At
the same time, the regional problems caused for South and Southeast Asia,
and the geo-political considerations of regional organizations such as the
India-led SAARC, as well as the non-interference based, weak response of
ASEAN are important to consider.

KEY WORDS: Rohingya People; Myanmar; Ethnic Conflict; Nationality;

Regional Security
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