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increasing uncertainty of the “debt trap theory” in Sri Lanka: factors at the
level of individual decision makers; the executive presidential system;
ethnic composition and inter-ethnic relations; “premature” democracy and
economy; diplomatic concepts and change in regional power structures.

KEY WORDS: Belt and Road Initiative; “Debt Trap Theory”; Sri Lanka;

Media Narrative; Multi-Dimensional Analysis

The Rohingya Issue: Roots, Development and Regional Implications
By Yan Fei & Shen Xuhan

ABSTRACT: The Rohingya issue has always represented a major problem
for the Myanmar government and has further engulfed the Southeast Asia
region in a crisis, generating tremendous challenges with respect to
refugees. This article deconstructs the drivers, processes and impacts of the
Rohingya conflict from the vantage point of historical narratives of
Myanmar nationalism, colonialism and anti-colonialism. The article shows
how ethnic conflict in Myanmar has shifted from initial rifts between ethnic
groups to overt ethnic conflict, which ultimately escalated into extreme
violence. On one hand, Muslim scholars in Rakhine State emphasize that
the Rohingya are a nationalities group with a long history; on the other,
Burman scholars emphasize the status of “ Rohingya” as foreign
migrants. These two contradicting discourses resulted in the already
complex issue of disputed nationalities in Myanmar becoming intractable. At
the same time, the regional problems caused for South and Southeast Asia,
and the geo-political considerations of regional organizations such as the
India-led SAARC, as well as the non-interference based, weak response of
ASEAN are important to consider.

KEY WORDS: Rohingya People; Myanmar; Ethnic Conflict; Nationality;

Regional Security
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