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Abstracts

The Development of Informal Cooperation Mechanisms and Trends in China’s
South Asia Diplomacy
By Wu Lin

ABSTRACT: China has relied primarily on bilateral diplomacy when
dealing with its relations with South Asia. The global COVID-19 pandemic
and full US troop withdrawal from Afghanistan have provided China with
opportunities to introduce informal cooperation mechanisms and to upgrade
its regional diplomacy at both the bilateral and the multilateral level. An
informal cooperation mechanism network has taken initial shape, with the
development of a framework of a new era of South Asia regional cooperation
at its core, political trust as its base, peaceful resolution of disputes and
developmental security as its guiding norms, connecting the Belt and Road
Initiative and non-traditional security cooperation, and being complemented
by new platforms of the provision of regional public goods. This marks the
emergence of two new trends in China’s diplomacy in South Asia: (1) the
introduction of new concepts reflecting the nexus of security and development,
and the unique role of neighboring powers; (2) bolstering security cooperation at
the regional level, by establishing new frameworks for regional cooperation,
cultivating a multilateral consensus, and fostering a regional identity. The
pandemic, great power competition, and the changes in Afghanistan
represent the key external drivers of the enhancement of China’s South Asia
diplomacy. Meanwhile, endogenous drivers include the need to adapt the
agenda to meet the needs of high-quality development of the BRI, and the
return of the traditional values of the international order. China’s multilateral
approach to diplomacy with South Asia provides a foundation for China to
cope with the more complex international and regional environment in the
post-pandemic era.

KEY WORDS: China’s South Asia Diplomacy; Informal Mechanisms; South

Asian Security; Regional Cooperation Framework

The Changing Global Context and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
By Wang Xu & Lin Yiming

ABSTRACT: The world today is undergoing dramatic changes not seen in
over a century. As an important pilot project of the Belt and Road Initiative,
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is of strategic significance within the
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