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Borderlands: The Transformation of a Political Order (New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House Pvt
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Abstracts

The Development of Informal Cooperation Mechanisms and Trends in China’s
South Asia Diplomacy
By Wu Lin

ABSTRACT: China has relied primarily on bilateral diplomacy when
dealing with its relations with South Asia. The global COVID-19 pandemic
and full US troop withdrawal from Afghanistan have provided China with
opportunities to introduce informal cooperation mechanisms and to upgrade
its regional diplomacy at both the bilateral and the multilateral level. An
informal cooperation mechanism network has taken initial shape, with the
development of a framework of a new era of South Asia regional cooperation
at its core, political trust as its base, peaceful resolution of disputes and
developmental security as its guiding norms, connecting the Belt and Road
Initiative and non-traditional security cooperation, and being complemented
by new platforms of the provision of regional public goods. This marks the
emergence of two new trends in China’s diplomacy in South Asia: (1) the
introduction of new concepts reflecting the nexus of security and development,
and the unique role of neighboring powers; (2) bolstering security cooperation at
the regional level, by establishing new frameworks for regional cooperation,
cultivating a multilateral consensus, and fostering a regional identity. The
pandemic, great power competition, and the changes in Afghanistan
represent the key external drivers of the enhancement of China’s South Asia
diplomacy. Meanwhile, endogenous drivers include the need to adapt the
agenda to meet the needs of high-quality development of the BRI, and the
return of the traditional values of the international order. China’s multilateral
approach to diplomacy with South Asia provides a foundation for China to
cope with the more complex international and regional environment in the
post-pandemic era.

KEY WORDS: China’s South Asia Diplomacy; Informal Mechanisms; South

Asian Security; Regional Cooperation Framework

The Changing Global Context and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
By Wang Xu & Lin Yiming

ABSTRACT: The world today is undergoing dramatic changes not seen in
over a century. As an important pilot project of the Belt and Road Initiative,
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is of strategic significance within the
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context of these changes, especially considering the role it plays in
consolidating the all-weather strategic partnership between China and
Pakistan. This article assesses the strategic dilemma that Pakistan faces with
respect to three critical challenges: China-U. S. competition, confrontation
between India and Pakistan, and the changing situation in the Middle
East. It also considers Pakistan’s four key domestic governance dilemmas,
and strategic adjustments that Pakistan is undertaking around each: nation-
state building., political transition, security governance and economic
development. It argues that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor provides
a significant, but not decisive boost for Pakistan as it responds to these
global changes.

KEY WORDS: China-Pakistan Relations; Pakistani Diplomacy; Pakistan National
Governance; Pakistan National Security Policy; Neighborhood Diplomacy

Cognitive Perception and the Evolutionary Logic of the Modi Government’s
China Strategy
By Hou Weigang

ABSTRACT:. A state’s foreign policymaking is inextricably linked to
robust information flows and effective cognitive mechanisms for interpreting
information. As such, it is easy for issues to emerge around how cognitive
patterns affect the foreign policy agenda. Based on micro-psychology, this
article attempts to explain the evolutionary logic causing states to sometimes
adopt foreign policy frameworks emphasizing cooperation, and at other
times to turn in the direction of competition. In this direction, the study
considers the case of the evolution of the Modi government’ s China
policy. In order to maintain cognitive consistency, the Modi administration
will use anchoring effects, including induced stereotypes and historical
analogies, as well as wishful thinking and independent self-schema to
interpret China’ s intentions, and to appraise the scenario faced by
India. This in turn will serve as the basis for determining policy towards
China. This illustrates how strategic autonomy is the main driver of the
Modi administration’ s policy towards China. In situations of incomplete
information, general guiding needs are an important psychological
mechanism that will tilt the Modi government in the direction of adopting a
hardline policy towards China. By reviewing the last seven years of history
of cooperation and conflict with China vis-d-vis the Modi administration’s
policies, this article attempts to explain the evolution of a state’s foreign
policy from a perspective of cognitive psychology. The author argues that
under the influence of inherent cognitive limitations, the Modi administration has
emphasized competition in its policy towards China, while cooperation
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