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context of these changes, especially considering the role it plays in
consolidating the all-weather strategic partnership between China and
Pakistan. This article assesses the strategic dilemma that Pakistan faces with
respect to three critical challenges: China-U. S. competition, confrontation
between India and Pakistan, and the changing situation in the Middle
East. It also considers Pakistan’s four key domestic governance dilemmas,
and strategic adjustments that Pakistan is undertaking around each: nation-
state building., political transition, security governance and economic
development. It argues that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor provides
a significant, but not decisive boost for Pakistan as it responds to these
global changes.

KEY WORDS: China-Pakistan Relations; Pakistani Diplomacy; Pakistan National
Governance; Pakistan National Security Policy; Neighborhood Diplomacy

Cognitive Perception and the Evolutionary Logic of the Modi Government’s
China Strategy
By Hou Weigang

ABSTRACT:. A state’s foreign policymaking is inextricably linked to
robust information flows and effective cognitive mechanisms for interpreting
information. As such, it is easy for issues to emerge around how cognitive
patterns affect the foreign policy agenda. Based on micro-psychology, this
article attempts to explain the evolutionary logic causing states to sometimes
adopt foreign policy frameworks emphasizing cooperation, and at other
times to turn in the direction of competition. In this direction, the study
considers the case of the evolution of the Modi government’ s China
policy. In order to maintain cognitive consistency, the Modi administration
will use anchoring effects, including induced stereotypes and historical
analogies, as well as wishful thinking and independent self-schema to
interpret China’ s intentions, and to appraise the scenario faced by
India. This in turn will serve as the basis for determining policy towards
China. This illustrates how strategic autonomy is the main driver of the
Modi administration’ s policy towards China. In situations of incomplete
information, general guiding needs are an important psychological
mechanism that will tilt the Modi government in the direction of adopting a
hardline policy towards China. By reviewing the last seven years of history
of cooperation and conflict with China vis-d-vis the Modi administration’s
policies, this article attempts to explain the evolution of a state’s foreign
policy from a perspective of cognitive psychology. The author argues that
under the influence of inherent cognitive limitations, the Modi administration has
emphasized competition in its policy towards China, while cooperation
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remains limited in general. Finally, the article provides insights from
cognitive psychology that can help manage differences between states.

KEY WORDS: Modi Administration; India’s China Policy Agenda; Anchoring
Effect; Strategic Autonomy; Cognitive Limitation

Repeated Games, Complex Competition and Dynamics on the Sino-India Border
By Cao Pengpeng & Feng Huaixin

ABSTRACT: The Sino-India border conflict is much more complicated
than simple competing territorial claims, and instead is rooted in a complex
set of realistic factors. According to the theory of repeated games, border
conflicts tend over the long-term towards predictable and stable cooperation
as rational players understand the implications of following a retaliatory
strategy of tit-for-tat. The theory of repeated games roughly explains the
basic logic that India and China followed in gradually de-escalating the
border conflict following the 1962 border war. While so, in recent years the
frequency and intensity of conflict in the China-India border region has
increased, especially since 2020 when a violent conflict broke out in the
Galwan Valley, leading to an ongoing standoff between the two countries.
This study finds that because of complex competition around the respective
status of India and China, and related to their geo-strategic space, as well
as due to dynamics vis-d-vis the United States, India has started to
experience a form of ontological insecurity. If India wants to overcome its
current passive position vis-a-vis the border standoff, it needs to enhance
its deterrence vis-a-vis China.

KEY WORDS: Repeated Games; Border Conflict; Complex Competition;
Ontological Insecurity; China-India Border

The Development and Implications of Joint U. S. -India Military Exercises
in the Post-Cold War Era
By Yu Xiang & Wang Dong

ABSTRACT: The development of U.S.-India joint military exercises
represents one of the most significant outcomes of U. S.-India relations in
the post-Cold War era. The evolution of the joint military exercises can be
split into three respective phases: First was a pilot phase following the end
of the Cold War that aimed to expand U. S. -India cooperation; Second was
a phase characterized by the comprehensive development and establishment
of a system of multi-dimensional and routine joint exercises at many levels
between multiple branches of the U. S. and Indian armed forces following
the September 11 attacks; third is the period of strategic coordination vis-a-
vis China that has emerged since 2014, and which is characterized by a form
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