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remains limited in general. Finally, the article provides insights from
cognitive psychology that can help manage differences between states.

KEY WORDS: Modi Administration; India’s China Policy Agenda; Anchoring
Effect; Strategic Autonomy; Cognitive Limitation

Repeated Games, Complex Competition and Dynamics on the Sino-India Border
By Cao Pengpeng & Feng Huaixin

ABSTRACT: The Sino-India border conflict is much more complicated
than simple competing territorial claims, and instead is rooted in a complex
set of realistic factors. According to the theory of repeated games, border
conflicts tend over the long-term towards predictable and stable cooperation
as rational players understand the implications of following a retaliatory
strategy of tit-for-tat. The theory of repeated games roughly explains the
basic logic that India and China followed in gradually de-escalating the
border conflict following the 1962 border war. While so, in recent years the
frequency and intensity of conflict in the China-India border region has
increased, especially since 2020 when a violent conflict broke out in the
Galwan Valley, leading to an ongoing standoff between the two countries.
This study finds that because of complex competition around the respective
status of India and China, and related to their geo-strategic space, as well
as due to dynamics vis-d-vis the United States, India has started to
experience a form of ontological insecurity. If India wants to overcome its
current passive position vis-a-vis the border standoff, it needs to enhance
its deterrence vis-a-vis China.

KEY WORDS: Repeated Games; Border Conflict; Complex Competition;
Ontological Insecurity; China-India Border

The Development and Implications of Joint U. S. -India Military Exercises
in the Post-Cold War Era
By Yu Xiang & Wang Dong

ABSTRACT: The development of U.S.-India joint military exercises
represents one of the most significant outcomes of U. S.-India relations in
the post-Cold War era. The evolution of the joint military exercises can be
split into three respective phases: First was a pilot phase following the end
of the Cold War that aimed to expand U. S. -India cooperation; Second was
a phase characterized by the comprehensive development and establishment
of a system of multi-dimensional and routine joint exercises at many levels
between multiple branches of the U. S. and Indian armed forces following
the September 11 attacks; third is the period of strategic coordination vis-a-
vis China that has emerged since 2014, and which is characterized by a form
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of U. S.-India relations that is tilting towards high-level and more sophisticated
cooperation, including multilateral initiatives. As joint exercises between
the U. S. and India gradually become a more mature element of the
cooperation between the armed forces of the two countries, the complexity
and intensity of the coordination involved in the exercises has increased,
which in turn has enhanced the depth and sophistication of the U. S.-India
relationship. Turning to how the development of joint U. S.-India military
exercises has impacted the broader relationship between the two countries,
we find that it has functioned to increase India’ s dependence on U. S.
military hardware and served to integrate the armed forces of the two
countries at the tactical level. This has in turn enhanced U. S. -India military
mutual confidence and strengthened U. S.-India coordination vis-d-vis
strategy towards China.

KEY WORDS: U.S. -India Relations; Joint Military Exercises; Military
Dependence; Military Mutual Confidence; Strategic Coordination

A Global Value Chains Perspective on Outlooks for and Limitations of India’s
Participation in the Indo-Pacific
By Huang Zhengliang

ABSTRACT: In recent years, the Indo-Pacific has gradually transformed
from a geographical concept into a geo-political strategy. A key factor
determining whether the Indo-Pacific Strategy will effectively progress is
the relationship in the industrial value chains between countries. Under the
circumstances of global value chains, India’s input-output relation with the
United States, Japan, and Australia makes up the Indo-Pacific industrial
chain. India’s role within this chain is largely as a “producer”, receiving
raw materials and providing for market demand. However, due to structural
flaws and limitations within India’s manufacturing sector, India’s role as a
producer is forced to limit in technology-intensive industries, which not
only places India at the margins of the core industry in the Indo-Pacific, but
also makes it difficult for India to receive industry transform from within the
region. These are key limitations on India’s economic participation in the
Indo-Pacific, and they also impact the implementation of the Indo-Pacific
Strategy. At present, India is implementing economic reforms targeted at
overcoming its disadvantageous position on the backward state of its
industrial capacity. At the same time, on the international level, India is
protecting its domestic market, while building international industrial
connection as a means of creating an environment conductive to the
development of “Make in India” .

KEY WORDS: India; Indo-Pacific; Global Value Chains; Industrial Structure;
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