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Modi Reforms

New Tendency in Quadrilateral Cooperation among the U. S. , Japan,
India and Australia and Impacts on Security in the South China Sea against
the Backdrop of the “Indo-Pacific”

By Zhang Genhai

ABSTRACT: Since Australia, the U. S. and Japan introduced the concept
of the Indo-Pacific Strategy, the vast area between the Western Pacific and
the Indian Ocean has increasingly become the focus of the international
community. In recent years, as a means of expanding its strategic reach in
the Indo-Pacific, the U. S. has pulled India, Japan and Australia into strategic
dialogue, advancing the emergence of the Quadrilateral cooperation. By enhancing
the platform to the QUAD+, the U.S., Japan, India and Australia have
expanded the scale of military exercises, increased the quantity of high-
performance weapons, and adopted other means of constructing a long-term
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue. The reason for this is not only that the
U. S. wants to build a strategic order in the Indo-Pacific under its
leadership, but also because these four states all share a strategic intention
to contain China’ s rise. The new trend of strengthening the strategic
combination of the U.S., Japan., India and Australia in the Indo-Pacific
has significant implications for security in the South China Sea. This not
only intensifies geo-strategic competition among international actors in the
South China Sea, but also has further resulted in escalation of the dispute
over the South China Sea. This has meant much greater complexity within
the South China Sea and the neighboring environment, which is
disadvantageous for regional peace or stability. As the state with sovereignty
over the South China Sea, China should adopt a positive and preventative
approach, while formulating corresponding countermeasures to safeguard
China’s national security and territorial integrity.

KEY WORDS: Indo-Pacific; US-Japan-India-Australia; Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue; South China Sea Security; Strategic Combination
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