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Abstracts

From “Shared Neighborhood” to “Competitive Neighborhood” :
Lessons Learned from Russia-Europe Relations with Shared
Neighbors and Implications for Sino-India Relations

By Lu Guangsheng & Nie Jiao

ABSTRACT: For some time, China and India have been gradually shifting
away from maintaining a “shared neighborhood” vis-a-vis neighboring
countries towards what might be characterized as a “competitive neighborhood”.
As Sino-India relations stand at a cross-roads, it is important to consider
lessons learned from relevant cases in international relations history that
might offer lessons for the current Sino-India context. Marked by the
Ukraine crisis of 2014, Russia and Europe have seen dynamics in their
shared neighborhood become highly competitive and even confrontational.
Three key variables influence Russia-Europe dynamics vis-d-vis their shared
neighborhood: great power symmetry; differences in perceptions between
actors; and the level of compatibility of great power strategies vis-d-vis
neighboring countries. These factors apply equally in the case of China-
India relations in their shared neighborhood. As such, China and India
should apply lessons learned from Russia-European relations. In the future,
they can enhance reciprocity in trade and commerce as a means of managing
asymmetry, rely on existing institutions and strategic connectivity to enhance
the compatibility of their respective strategies vis-a-vis neighboring
countries; and draw on common aspects of their respective traditional

cultures to collectively construct norms for their shared neighborhood. In this
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way, they can build a stable and harmonious neighborhood that is resistant
to being “used” and which can develop in the direction of co-opetition.
KEY WORDS.: Shared Neighborhood; Competitive Neighborhood; Co-

opetitive Neighborhood; China-India Relations; Neighboring Country Diplomacy

The Sino-India Border Standoff since 2020: Causes, Impacts and
Considerations

By Liu Zongyi

ABSTRACT: Since May 2020, a new round of border confrontations has
erupted between China and India, the two sides engaging in a bloody
conflict in the Galwan Valley. The border standoff and subsequent conflict
is a result of the domestic and foreign policy adjustments made by the Modi
Administration. This is a sign of a significant escalation of the geo-political
conflict between China and India, and is largely a result of miscalculations
on the part of Indian decision-makers taken against the backdrop of the
global pandemic. The China-India border standoff and subsequent conflict
has profound implications for bilateral relations between the two countries,
for the region and even for global politics. As a result, it will be very
difficult for India and China to re-establish a normal political relationship.
India will insist on continuing its economic “de-coupling” with China and
will enhance competition with China in South Asia. In the Indo-Pacific
arena, China will face further integration of challenges from its secondary
and primary strategic directions. At present, India is once again adjusting
its foreign policy, but it does not want to become a developmental partner
with China. As a result, geo-political contestation between India and China

will continue over the long-term. Moving forward, this should be the
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