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@  “Bihar Legislative Election, 2015,” Election Commission of India, Government of India,
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@  “Assam Urban/Rural Population-Census 2011,” Census India. https: //www. censusindia.
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@ Ratnadip Choudhury, “Hit by Covid Lockdown, Floods, Rain, Assam Tea Growers Eye
Price Rise,” NDTV, August 24, 2020. https: //www. ndtv. com/india-news/assam-floods-coronavirus-
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@  “Assam Reports 70 Fresh Coronavirus Cases, Biggest Single-Day Spike of 2021,” Business
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@  “Assam General Legislative Election 2016,” Election Commission of India, Government of
India, August 20, 2018, https: //eci. gov. in/files/file/4017-assam-general-legislative-election-2016/ ;
“Assam General Legislative Election 2021,” Election Commission of India, Government of India,

July 6, 2021. https: //eci. gov. in/files/file/13620-assam-general-legislative-election-2021/
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neighboring countries, and advance the comprehensive deepening of economic
cooperation between China and ASEAN. These steps can help China respond
to the rapidly changing Indo-Pacific geo-political situation.

KEY WORDS: The Quad; United States; Alliance; India; Quadrilateral

Cooperation Mechanism

An Initial Analysis of the Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic
on the Position of BJP in India: A Perspective Based on Local
Electoral Politics

By Yang Lu

ABSTRACT: Poor governance performance will weaken the position of a
ruling party vis-d-vis electoral outcomes. As one of the worst performing
governments in the world vis-da-vis the COVID-19 pandemic, the BJP
government should have been negatively impacted at the polls due to its
poor performance. While so, the six local elections held since October 2020
have made it clear that the BJP’s miserable governance record has not in any
way harmed its political position. To explain this anomaly, this article
conducts an analysis of dynamics around local state elections, looking at
three factors: India’s political system, the BJP’s election strategy and the
BJP’ s mobilization strategy. It argues that the BJP election strategy has
astutely exploited relations between the center and localities, provoked
sectarian conflict and focused on developmental issues as a means of
diverting attention from its shirking of responsibility on COVID-19.
Meanwhile its mobilization strategy has targeted both elites and grassroots
organizations in collectively working to eliminate the negative impacts of the

pandemic on the party.
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KEY WORDS: Bharatiya Janata Party; COVID-19 Pandemic; Local
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Fiscal Transfer Payments, Nation Building and Political Party Identity:
Center-State Relations and the Evolution of Indian Party Politics

By Zhang Qianyu

ABSTRACT: 1990s and 2014 marked key moments of transition of Indian
party system as overseas financial remittances increased significantly and as

“nation building” movement.

the Modi Administration launched its great
India’s central ruling party and the country’s residents across its states
have seen three phases in the development of the basic trade-off central to
Indian politics between the need for fiscal transfer payments to the states
from the center and the need of the center for a strong party identity. These
developments correspond to the cycle of change seen in Indian politics since
the country’s independence, which might be described as “centralization-
devolution-recentralization”. Initially in the absence of alternative sources
of revenue, local populations were forced to rely on transfer payments from
the central government in order to meet needs for public services. While the
localities lacked a strong popular identity, in exchange for needed transfer
payments from the center, they would passively express loyalty to the
central ruling party. The emergence of overseas remittances changed these
dynamics between the central ruling party and the localities, leading to
localities emphasizing narrow and often extreme demands for self-identity
that prioritized family names, class, nationality or religion. Local political
parties been responsive to these demands caused a shift away from

centralization within Indian party politics. The Modi Administration’ s
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