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5G, “De-Sinicization” in GVC, and the Belt and Road Initiative. It shows
that in the three cases, the society-state relations can be summarized as the
three models. Each of these approaches is associated with a markedly different
impact on the government decision.

Key Words: Sino-U. S. Competition; Choosing Sides; Huawei 5G; “De-
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“Trust Deficit” in East Asian Regional Economic Cooperation:
Evolution and Causes
Jiang Fangfei

Abstract: This paper defines “trust deficit” as trust supply falling out of
demand in cooperation and adopts a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods, constructs a theoretical analysis framework on trust
deficit from the perspective of trust and cooperation interaction, and
conducts a survey targeted on experts, diplomats and officials at home and
abroad that deeply involved in East Asian regional economic cooperation. This
paper argues that trust deficits of varying degrees have long existed in various
historical stages of East Asian regional economic cooperation. This problem
results from both a high demand for trust and an undersupply of trust among
the major members due to a series of factors, such as inappropriate goal-
setting, East Asian members’ asymmetric dependence on the United States,
notably the U. S. strategic adjustments in Asia-Pacific and the rapid rise of
China in recent years.
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Relational Power and the Construction of ASEAN Centrality in Asia-
Pacific Maritime Cooperation
Tian Shihui and Zheng Xianwu
Abstract: Fundamentally, the concept of ASEAN Centrality involves a
regional situation in which weak states leverage collective power attained
through maintaining strong relationships with one another to “lead” great
states. This relational power refers to the ability of actors to control and
manage relational resources vis-d-vis the process of their interactions. The
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stronger the relationship, the stronger the relational power. ASEAN
leverages the regional network of relationships that it has established as a
source of power to occupy a central position within the region. Asia-Pacific
maritime security cooperation is a classic example of how ASEAN uses its
relational power advantage to construct a central position. Through the four
practical pathways of institutional design, denial strategy. reciprocity and
norm construction, ASEAN has established and operated a regional maritime
security cooperation framework that places it at the center. This cooperation
mode breaks down the assertion of any regional hegemonic domination and
realizes a regional maritime security cooperation relationship which is lead by
small countries. However, there are certain limits to “ASEAN Centrality,”
which remains fragile.
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Abstract: Over the past ten plus years, Japan has steadily increased the
amount of its official development assistance (ODA) loans in South Asia,
Africa, and Southeast Asia. After the launch of the Indo-Pacific Strategy in
2016, the pace of the expansion picked up significantly. This expansion can
be understood as part of Japan’s economic strategy. which deploys economic
ODA as a means of influencing, winning over or altering the diplomatic
attitudes of the countries it assists in the Indo-Pacific Region. The core of
Japan’s strategy is its resolution to leverage ODA to meet its great power
objective of enhancing its regional influence and creating a regional environment
conductive to its interests. Throughout the Indo-Pacific Region, Japan has
adopted a series of targeted aid strategies focusing on cooperation in trade and
infrastructure development, maritime affairs development, and which
emphasize the “human” aspects of developmental cooperation. This study
considers the cases of India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan to understand how
Japan adjusts the value of its ODA loans and ODA projects in response to
changes in regional power structures to foster bilateral relations with recipients.
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