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Abstracts

Polarity and Stability in the International System: A Stratified Study
Pang Ruizhi

Abstract: Existing theoretical and empirical studieson the relationship
between polarity and stability of the international systems do not distinguish
between global and regional systems, making scholars talking past each
other. Using data from the Correlates of War database, this article compiles
and analyzes stratified data for each decade from 1816-2007 on polarity at
both levels-the regional and global, and on system stability. Through this
stratification method, it finds that on the global level, most of the time
periods are characterized by multipolarity, while unipolar and bipolar
systems are relatively rare. As a result, it is impossible to determine the
relationship between polarity and stability on the global level, primarily
owing to the difficulty for one or two countries to grip a large share of world’
s resources and capacities. There are also limitations to determine the global
polarity solely by state capabilities. On the regional level, however, it can be
determined that the unipolar systems are more stable than bipolar or multipolar
ones. This is because on the regional level, a unipolar system reduces uncertainty
regarding relative capabilities and the consequences of potential wars, damps
competition for honor and status, and undermines balancing politics. The
case studies also find that bipolar systems are very rare at the regional level. At
present, measuring solely by national capacities, the global system is bipolar,
with the U. S. and China as two poles. However, such measurement does not
carry us too far in understanding the stability of the global system.

Key Words: Polarity; Power Distribution; International System; Stability
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The Theory of Small State Water Diplomacy and Strategic Choices of
Mekong Countries vis-a-vis Sino-U. S. Competition Zhang Li and Wu Boxun

Abstract: As Sino-U. S. competition continues to intensify., the Mekong
region has become a “battlefield” at the frontier of strategic confrontation
between the two powers. A major focus of competition between the two
states in the region is naturally its water resources, which are of critical
strategic value. As the literature on the theory and practice of water
diplomacy by small states is limited, this article attempts to construct a
theoretical framework to explain the small state water diplomacy. It deploys
this framework to analyze the policy choices made by Mekong countries vis-a-
vis water resources when considering the broader context of Sino-U. S.
competition. There are three dimensions of theory of small state water
diplomacy. Interactions across these three dimensions shape four main types
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