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Security Guarantees; Leading and Small States
About the Author: Jiang Liyuan is a PhD Student in the 2020 Class of the

School of Political Science and International Relations at Tongji University

Institutional Identity: Membership Expansion and Developmental

Drivers of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Chen Xiaoding and Li Shan

Abstract; As it enters its third decade, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization has embarked on a new phase of development. The core focus is
on how to enhance internal organizational identity and strengthen the SCO’s
competitiveness. Because of pronounced differences in culture and
developmental status among the SCO’ s members, it is difficult for the
organization to achieve a European Union style of collective identity. The
“ASEAN Way” instead offers a better model for the SCO’ s institutional
identity. In terms of four key dimensions of identity: political, economic,
social and international, the SCO has already made a certain level of progress
in advancing an institutional identity. This is manifested normatively in terms
of the concept of the “Shanghai Spirit,” and geographically focused on
Central and South Asia, and thematically on themes of regional and security
issues. The organization follows the “SCO way” of consultation and
consensus-based decision-making, thereby providing a model for the
development of other heterogenous regional institutions.

Despite this progress, the SCO is still in the early stages of building its
institutional identity and is not yet able to address all of the differences
between old and new members. Given the serious challenges stemming from
global political polarization and geo-strategic conflict, positive development
of the SCO over the long term is critical. Key for the development of the
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SCO’s institutional identity is strengthening the effectiveness of its existing
institutions, ensuring that they provide stable and predictable benefits. At
present, in order to increase the level of its institutional identity, the SCO
should build comparative advantages in terms of: strengthening the
efficiency of its governance, enhancing its ability to respond to the interests
of its members, and increasing the attractiveness of its norms.

Key Words: Institutional Identity; Shanghai Cooperation Organization;
Shanghai Spirit; SCO Way
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Organization; Li Shan is a PhD Student in the 2020 class of the School of
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Challenging Interests: Multi-national Companies Takes Sides in the

Conflict between Russia and Ukraine
Liang Huaixin
Abstract: According traditional points of view, state actors are the
typical unit of analysis when considering the phenomenon of “taking sides”
vis-a-vis great powers. While so, in recent years the nature of great power
strategic competition has continued to evolve, and especially with the
outbreak of conflict between Russia and Ukraine, Multi-national companies
are increasingly “taking sides” between great powers. While this is already a
key topic for international relations research, it presently requires more
significant attention. Based on a review of the existing literature, this article
attempts a preliminary conceptual framing of the phenomenon of MNCs
“taking sides. ” It further attempts to provide a compelling theoretical
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