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institutional competition. By reviewing the characteristics of Asian trade
cooperation at different stages from the end of the 20th century to the
present, this paper finds that the change of normative hierarchy is the
decisive factor affecting Asian institutional competition, and whether the
United States intervenes in regional institutions can only accelerate or slow
down the process of institutional competition. On the one hand, the findings
of this paper prove that the international system is conditional to promote the
cooperation between great powers. On the other hand, we must pay attention
to the possible extreme trend of regional institutional competition, especially
the game of different norms, so as to avoid the gradual solidification of
regional actors from the line of different norms into the identity of different
institutional groups.

Key Words: Asia Regional Cooperation; Normative Hierarchy; Institutional
Competition; Free Trade Negotiation; American Factor
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and Foreign Policy of Small and Medium-sized Countries on China in
the Lens of Legitimacy
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Abstract: Traditionally, the asymmetric economic dependence between
small and medium-sized countries and large ones is seen as a major source of
power for the latter. As China’s economy has matured, will other countries’
economic dependence on China prompt them to move closer to China’ s
position on politics and security issues, resulting in foreign policy compliance
with China? This question has attracted widespread attention and debate in

— 145 —



international relations scholarship. Studies have been conducted to explore it
from various perspectives, including China’s strength and the implementation of
its economic statecraft. This paper, in contrast to previous research, focuses
on the characteristics of the target country itself, that is, the main sources
of political legitimacy. This study argues that when performance-based state
legitimacy predominates, the target country’s economic dependence on
China is more likely to facilitate its foreign policy alignment with China, and
China’ s economic power is more likely to develop into influence over that
country; when procedure-based or value-based legitimacy prevails, economic
dependence hasa more limited impact on the target state’s foreign policy.
This paper examines this theoretical framework with three cases in Malaysia,
Vietnam, and the Philippines.
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Abstract: As international relations enter the era of digital economy,
the emerging field of science and technology, represented by network
communication technology, becomes the key to competition among great

powers. The United States regards the alliance system as a key link in the
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