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Abstract: The American factor is generally regarded as the key variable

for the emergence and evolution of Asian institutional competition, but this
view cannot explain the differences in Asian regional cooperation after 1997
and after 2017. In order to accurately and completely understand the influence
of American factors, this paper discusses the form and evolution of regional
institutional competition under the change of normative hierarchy from the
perspective of the mechanism of imperium power and the concept of normative
hierarchy. Specifically, in the stage of Imperium power consolidation, the
international system as the basic norm and the regional system as the general
norm constitute an obvious normative hierarchy relationship; with the
decline of Imperium power, the normative relationship between regional
system and international system has changed from compliance to transcendence, and
the competition form of regional system has also changed accordingly. Asian
trade cooperation started earlier and experienced the repeated positive or
negative attitudes of the United States on regional institutional intervention,
showing a complete track of consolidation, shaking, reconstruction and
collapse of normative hierarchy relationship. Therefore, it can be used as a
case to test the influence of normative hierarchy relationship on regional
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institutional competition. By reviewing the characteristics of Asian trade
cooperation at different stages from the end of the 20th century to the
present, this paper finds that the change of normative hierarchy is the
decisive factor affecting Asian institutional competition, and whether the
United States intervenes in regional institutions can only accelerate or slow
down the process of institutional competition. On the one hand, the findings
of this paper prove that the international system is conditional to promote the
cooperation between great powers. On the other hand, we must pay attention
to the possible extreme trend of regional institutional competition, especially
the game of different norms, so as to avoid the gradual solidification of
regional actors from the line of different norms into the identity of different
institutional groups.
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