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international relations scholarship. Studies have been conducted to explore it
from various perspectives, including China’s strength and the implementation of
its economic statecraft. This paper, in contrast to previous research, focuses
on the characteristics of the target country itself, that is, the main sources
of political legitimacy. This study argues that when performance-based state
legitimacy predominates, the target country’s economic dependence on
China is more likely to facilitate its foreign policy alignment with China, and
China’ s economic power is more likely to develop into influence over that
country; when procedure-based or value-based legitimacy prevails, economic
dependence hasa more limited impact on the target state’s foreign policy.
This paper examines this theoretical framework with three cases in Malaysia,
Vietnam, and the Philippines.

Key Words: Economic Dependence; Influence; Foreign Policy Alignment;
Legitimacy
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Technical Cooperation and Alliance Pressure: The Policy Choices of

U. S. Allies in U. S. Technology Sanctions against China
Li Mingyue and Gu Yuanyuan
Abstract: As international relations enter the era of digital economy,
the emerging field of science and technology, represented by network
communication technology, becomes the key to competition among great

powers. The United States regards the alliance system as a key link in the
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layout of its technological competition with China, and tries to use the power
of its allies to jointly pressure China. The political pressure of alliance and the
realistic demand of technical cooperation with China lead to a policy dilemma
for America’s allies. On the basis of the alliance “identity” dilemma theory,
this paper tries to introduce the variables of technical cooperation and alliance
pressure to construct an analytical framework and discusses policy choice
logic of American allies when facing the alliance opponent is also the technical
partner. The study found that the level of technical cooperation with China
has a significant positive role in promoting the positive attitude of American
allies towards China in the context of Sino-U. S. technological competition.
The alliance pressure derived from American strength advantage and political
identity has a negative impact on the choice of American allies’ China policy.
In the case of American tech sanctions on China, the choice of American
allies” China policy will depend on the balance between alliance pressure and
the level of technical cooperation with China.

Key Words: Technical Cooperation; Alliance Pressure; Technology Sanctions;
Policy Choice; U. S. Allies
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