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Power and Prejudice: The Conundrum of Governance Knowledge
Promotion for the Contemporary Rising Power
Wen Yao
Abstract; Governance Knowledge of a rising power is a body of ideational
goods that crystalize its developmental experience and governance achievements.
Do “telling its story well” and promoting governance knowledge help the
rising power to solve the problem of “being scolded”? The current
international system tends to offer a pessimistic answer. On the one hand,
the contemporary rising power has risen in an international order imbued
with ideological biases, so it is strongly motivated to demonstrate the
peculiarity of its governance knowledge. On the other hand, with increasing
pressure exerted by the power structure, the established power tends to

’ and

enhance its ideological precautions based on “identity comparison’
“model competition”. The two dynamics reinforce each other, giving rise to
the “positive feedback loop” of ideological censure. This mechanism could
then be extended to derive a general framework for analyzing the degree of
ideological censure. Governance knowledge dissimilarity and power structural
pressure moderate each other’s positive effects on the degree of ideological
censure, while a “threshold” exists for power structural pressure, beyond
which precautions against model competition could surface. Thus, the timing
of governance knowledge promotion has an impact on whether ideological
censure of high intensity would be triggered. Even though China tries to avoid
ideological rivalry when promoting its governance knowledge, the twin
structural factors-ideological bifurcation and power parity-have kept

American ideological censure against China at a high level. The respective

— 142 —



experiences of “being scolded” of three cases-Germany in the 1930s, Japan in
the 1980s, and Singapore after the Cold War-further corroborate the
mechanisms undergirding ideological censure, and highlight the distinctness
of the temporal-spatial background against which contemporary China finds
itself. The conundrum of “being scolded” is a unique by-product of a state’s
rising trajectory; the contemporary rising power shall have reasonable
expectations about the effects of governance knowledge promotion.

Key Words: Power Structure; Ideology; Governance Knowledge; Rising
Power; The Problem of “Being Scolded”

About the Author: Wen Yao is an Assistant Professor in the Institute of

International Studies at Fudan University

Institutional Competition and International Leadership: Biden

Administration’s Institutional Choices
Yang Shuangmei
Abstract: Return or back to multilateralism has become one of the
keynotes of the Biden administration’s foreign policy. In practice, however,
the U. S. has not consistently returned to all the international institutions it
previously threatened to exit, the selective back is worth concerning. As an
important factor that promotes the effective operation of international
institutions, leadership has been highly regarded by the United States. For
the U.S., the return mainly depends on the cooperation that could help
restore its leadership. It can be measured by whether the U. S. could share the
burdens, acquire the gains, and influence the agenda settings. Based on this
judgment, the Biden administration holds a selective attitude toward the
international institutions. Analyzing the institutional choices of the U. S. not

only helps to clarify the motivation of the U. S. but also provides suggestions
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