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Abstracts

From Diffusion to Re-shaping: Dominant State Power Evolution and
the Restructuring of Global Value Chains
Zhang Yan and Liu Dexue

Abstract: Power theories of global value chains tend to focus on the
individual perspectives of multinational companies. Only recently as these
theories have been reconceptualized has more attention been paid to macro,
state-level factors. While so, because of the lack of a systematic analytical
framework, the logic that dominant states follow in “constructing” or
“reconstructing” global value chains remains unclear. As such, on the basis
of existing micro and macro power theories, this article proposes a concept of
“national power” within global value chains and builds a macro-level
analytical framework to explain the power resources and strategic choices of
dominant states. This framework is applied to systematically demonstrate the
importance of dominant power intervention in the logic of reconstruction of
global value chains. The macro-level model illustrates that the role of state
power changes constantly from “power diffusion” to “power reshaping”. On
one hand, the dominant power plays contradictory roles-both obstructing and
promoting reforms. Dominant states cede a portion of their power to
multinational corporations, which enables them to establish an advantage vis-
d-vis the division of labor. However, once power is diffusion, the decline in
this position of advantage results in the MNC failing to meet its
expectations. This causes the state to intervene towards restoring the superior
position. On the other hand, the pluralistic identity of the dominant
state. This change is reflected in the dominant state’ s use of diverse
strategies to reconstruct norms on the basis of state power. Dominant states
act both in terms of strategy as well as at a sectoral level-they play the role of
regulator at the sectoral level, while playing the role of producer and buyer at
the technology and market levels. The aim is to use bargaining power,
institutional power, demonstrative power, and production power to recreate
its advantage vis-a-vis the division of labor. In short, from a perspective of
power resources and diverse strategies, dominant powers are increasing the
depth of their involvement in influencing the development of global value
chains, which is leading clearly to greater levels of strategic competition. This
article illustrates the complexity, logic and characteristics of dominant state
construction and re-construction of global value chains. It further expands the
economic connotation of global value chains, successfully juxtaposing the
international economic and political strategic factors as a means of offering
theoretical insights into avenues for furthering high-end development of
China’s manufacturing sector.

Key Words: State Power; Dominant State; Manufacturing Sector;
Restructuring of Global Value Chains; Global Value Chain Governance
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International Technology Standards and Great Powers Competition:
A Case Study of Information and Communications Technology
Liu Xiaolong and Li Bin

Abstract: A traditional view of the function of international technology
standards holds that technological advantage can be infinitely enhanced when
a state maintains the ability to set technology standards. Following this view,
the United States and other Western states have spread the “China-threat
theory”. It is argued here that competition between technologically advanced
actors in the area of technology standards does mnot follow this
pattern. Advantages in the areas of trade and technology that are based on
technology standards are temporary and cyclical in nature, and it is
impossible to gain a long-term monopoly relying solely on technical
standards. In other words, the saying “winner takes all” does not apply in
such cases. Competition can result in the co-existence of multiple
international technology standards, which in turn can create different
technological circles or barriers. Competition with respect to technological
standards may also bring about certain political interests, and as such
governments may target administrative resources towards influencing
international technology standards. While so, government intervention cannot
salvage outdated technological standards, nor can it realize long-term
monopolistic interests. The findings of the research illustrate that it is only
natural that Chinese companies participate in the construction of international
technology norms, and that there is no basis for Western actors to concoct a
“China threat theory” around such efforts.

Key Words: Technology Standards; Great Powers Competition; Power;
Technological Advantage
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On the Formation and Response of the Great Power Competition
between China and the United States: Based on the Explanation of
the Dislocated Spiral Mechanism of Economy-Security Nexus among
Great Powers
Zhou Chao
Abstract: One of the most important questions in contemporary world
politics is how great power strategic competition generated between China
and the United States. In response to this question, this article constructs a
general framework to explain it and builds a typology to compare negative,
semi-negative and positive cases, providing an evolutionary explanation based
on mechanism plus factors. The framework illustrates how the primary factor
driving strategic competition between the two countries is the dislocation
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