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of relations with China. That easing, however, has definite limits, set by the
entrenched perceptions of China within both the Modi government and Indian
society ,by India’ s framing of China as a structural geopolitical security challenge ,
and by the obstacles that persist in bilateral economic, trade, and technological
cooperation. Overall, U. S. —India relations have consistently been an important
variable shaping China - India relations, and the development of China — India
relations needs to be grasped as a whole,through the lens of India’ s great—power
balancing strategy. Over the longer term, the competitive fundamentals of the
relationship remain in place, and advancing it will require a carefully calibrated
approach.

KEY WORDS: Modi Government of India; India’ s China Policy; China - India
Relations ; U. S. —India Relations ; Global South

The Paradox of “Neighbourhood First” and “India Out” .
An Analysis Based on Modern Imperial Hegemony
By Wei Yanxue

ABSTRACT ;: Embedded in the Modi government’ s “Neighbourhood First” policy
is an orientation toward constructing a modern imperial hegemonic
order. Employing the policy instruments of modern imperialism—heterogeneous
contracts, binding mechanisms, and imperial brokerage and governance—the Modi
government has built a hub—and—spoke regional structure in which India sits at the
center as the hegemonic power while smaller neighboring states occupy the
periphery:a modern imperial hegemonic order. That order follows a governance
logic of divide and rule and an engagement logic of binding pro—India regimes to
New Delhi while insulating the region from extra—regional powers. It has obstructed
connectivity in South Asia and left the region’ s states facing serious developmental
difficulties. Within this framework, India’ s coercive and bullying diplomacy and
the functional deficiencies of South Asia’s multilateral mechanisms have produced a
compounding effect ,stimulating nationalism and centrifugal tendencies among India’ s
neighbors. India has responded by intensifying its policies of interference in its
neighbors’ domestic affairs and of cultural expansion, falling in the process into
the trap of overextension, deepening collective anxiety across the region, and
precipitating a large—scale anti-India wave. The core of “Neighbourhood First” ,in
short,, remains “India First” ,and the modern imperial hegemonic order the Modi
government has constructed is the structural driver of the “India Out” wave.

KEY WORDS: India; Neighbourhood First; Anti—India Wave ; Modern Imperial

Hegemony ; Regional Structure
Technology Types, Political Decisions and India’ s Economic Modernization
By Zhang Qianyu

ABSTRACT ;Indian governments have attached great importance to scientific and
technological development since independence, achieving significant advances in
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areas such as atomic energy, space technology, information technology and
biotechnology. This progress, however, has failed to bring about a comprehensive
improvement in productivity or a marked enhancement in people’s living
standards. The disconnect between India’s technological development and its
economic modernization should be understood in terms of the political decisions
that policymakers made about which types of technology to develop,in light of the
domestic and international circumstances then prevailing. In broad terms, those
decisions were shaped by policymakers’ perceptions of the urgency of external
threats and by the extent of India’s integration into economic globalization.
Prestige technologies, public technologies, general — purpose technologies, and
strategic technologies differ in their industrial synergies and in their capacity to
generate employment, and they have accordingly had varying effects on India’ s
economic modernization. For a populous lower-middle—income economy to embark
on a sustainable path to modernization ,labor—intensive manufacturing is a stage of
development that cannot be bypassed.

KEY WORDS: Model of Modernization; Indian Modernization; Make in India;
Industrialization ; Typology of Technology

Retreat or Rise? An Empirical Assessment and Logical Analysis of
Uneven Growth in India’ s Manufacturing Sector under Modi
By Zhang Li & You Zhiyuan

ABSTRACT ; Combining output figures, trade data and case studies of individual
sub—sectors, this article assesses the development of India’ s manufacturing sector
since Narendra Modi took office, tracks the changing profile of its endowment
advantages ,and draws on theories of national competitive advantage and industrial
development strategy to explain the logic of ,and the constraints on,its growth. The
empirical evidence indicates that although manufacturing’ s share of India’ s GDP
remains low and well short of the Modi government’ s stated targets, the sector has
not retreated ; in absolute terms of scale and productive capacity,and viewed over
time, it has continued to grow, unevenly but steadily, with performance diverging
somewhat across sub—sectors. The reasons lie in two opposing sets of forces. On the
one hand, the continued strengthening of favorable conditions, including
advantages of factor endowment and a supportive geopolitical environment, has
given considerable impetus to the overall rise of Indian manufacturing. On the
other hand, longstanding weaknesses—bottlenecks in infrastructure and in the
supply of skilled labor—have been slow to ease and continue to weigh on the
sector. As incentive policies and the cumulative effects of earlier growth continue
to work through the economy, Indian manufacturing is likely to sustain its
momentum. India’s achievements and progress should therefore not be
underestimated. China should attach great importance to the potential and the
performance of India’ s manufacturing rise ,track and assess on a continuing basis
the opportunities for cooperation and the competitive challenges that rise may
bring, and respond in a considered manner on the basis of an accurate
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