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Abstracts

Great Power Competition and the Trump Administration’s Policy of Reviving Sea
Power / Lou Chunhao / 1

Taking America First as its logical starting point, Trump’s second term incorporates the
“revitalization of U. S. maritime dominance” into the framework of economic security and
external strategy, advancing the sea power revival through a three-pronged approach compri-
sing industrial support, military buildup, and geopolitical competition. The Trump
administration’s sea power revival policy represents a maritime-domain extension of its Make
America Great Again (MAGA) agenda and its policy of intensifying strategic competition
against China. While it continues the emphasis on maritime power witnessed in previous U. S.
administrations, it is primarily a policy adjustment made against the backdrop of escalating
geopolitical competition among major powers. The policy marks a shift in U. S. maritime pol-
icy from the cooperative maritime power of the post-Cold War era toward the competitive mar-
itime power of the era of great-power rivalry. Although the Trump administration’s policy of
sea power revival will face numerous constraints, its move to bring the maritime domain into
the orbit of geopolitical competition is bound to profoundly reshape the global ocean govern-
ance system and the landscape of the international maritime industry, while also confronting
China’s drive to become a strong maritime country with a more complex environment.
Keywords ; Donald Trump; sea power; maritime industry ; maritime transport; ocean govern-
ance; strategic chokepoints

The Transformation of Southeast Asian National Security Perceptions and Policy Prac-
tices under the U. S. -Israel-Iran Conflict / Zhang Jie / 20

Following a series of shocks to Southeast Asia caused by the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Trump 2. 0 administration’s Asia-Pacific policy shift, the
U. S. -Israel-Iran conflict that broke out in February 2026 has posed a new round of com-
pound shocks to regional security in Southeast Asia, accelerating the transformation of securi-
ty perceptions and the adjustment of security strategies among regional states. Based on their
perception that the international order is returning to a “law of the jungle” era, Southeast
Asian countries have increased investment in traditional security, including formulating, up-
dating, or upgrading national defense strategies, raising military expenditure, prioritizing the
development of artificial intelligence and unmanned systems, and strengthening anti-access/
area denial (A2/AD) capabilities. Nevertheless, the security strategies of Southeast Asian
states still exhibit characteristics of defensive realism. In this context, China should make
precise assessments and adopt differentiated policy responses based on different countries and
specific issues, so as to safeguard the overall stability of its neighboring security environ-
ment.
Keywords: U. S. -Israel-Iran conflict; Southeast Asian security; great power rivalry; law of
the jungle; security perceptions

Open and Embedded Minilateral Security Cooperation: The European Union’s Prac-
tice and Limits in the Indo-Pacific Region / Ma Bo / 38

In recent years, the European Union (EU) and its key member states have progressive-
ly deepened their substantive engagement in “Indo-Pacific” security affairs by issuing “Indo-
Pacific” strategy documents, advancing naval deployments, and implementing security ca-
pacity-building projects. From the perspective of minilateralism, this article proposes the an-
alytical concept of “open and embedded minilateral security cooperation” to examine the
EU’s security cooperation model in the Indo-Pacific region, its practical forms, formative
drivers, and implications for the regional order. The model takes capacity building as its core
content, institutional embedding as its principal pathway, limited power projection as a sup-
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