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The Perceptions and Considerations of ASEAN Countries Regarding the “Four Global
Initiatives” and China’s Advancement Paths

BI Hai-dong

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007)

Abstract: By bringing the research perspective on the “Four Global Initiatives” back to the regional level
of Southeast Asia, this study reveals the perceptions and considerations of ASEAN countries regarding these
initiatives. ASEAN countries have developed a range of perceptions toward the “Four Global Initiatives”, ranging
from higher to lower levels of support. Bilateral relations, expected benefits, great-power competition, and
territorial disputes constitute the four core considerations shaping ASEAN countries’ perceptions of the “Four
Global Initiatives”. Among them, bilateral relations establish the fundamental tone of perceptions; expected
benefits fine-tune policy orientations; great-power competition imposes external constraints; and territorial
disputes trigger security concerns. The four considerations are linked with the bilateral and multilateral interaction
structures between China and ASEAN countries, jointly shaping ASEAN countries’ differentiated, gradual, and
context-dependent response logic toward the “Four Global Initiatives”. In response, China should optimize the
paths for advancing the “Four Global Initiatives” in a targeted manner by considering the diverse perceptions
and considerations of ASEAN countries. This would enhance their acceptance and practical effectiveness among
ASEAN countries and the broader “Global South” and promote the localization of the “Four Global Initiatives.”

Keywords: “Four Global Initiatives”, Regional Responses, ASEAN Countries, “Global South”,
“Localization”

[ Fiestit: ThA4E. AHF]

41

hE41M  https://www.cnki.net



