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Adjustment of the Asia-Pacific Alliance System in the Trump 2.0 Era and China’s Response

LI Qi-qgian

( National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007)

Abstract: The adjustments, characteristics, and associated impacts of the U.S. alliance system in the Asia-
Pacific region during Trump’s second term warrant close tracking and attention. Based on three dimensions of
the Trump 2.0 era, policy discourse, military interactions, and economic and trade policies, the key trend can be
identified as reaffirming commitments to Asia-Pacific allies coupled with an emphasis on the equal sharing of
responsibilities while strengthening the principle of equitable burden-sharing; reshaping deterrence structures
through high-intensity military exercises, forward deployments, and coordination of advanced capabilities;
advancing the securitization of economic and trade relations through measures such as “reciprocal tariff” plans;
and reinforcing issue-based alliances alongside cross-regional linkages. These developments exhibit several
notable characteristics: the normalization of transactional alliances, the expansion of minilateralism accompanied
by hierarchical and networked tendencies, and the coexistence of value-based narratives with transactional logic.
The evolution of this alliance system is likely to intensify arms races and the risks of crisis linkage, compress the
strategic space of small and medium-sized countries, and disrupt regional and global governance norms. China
needs to maintain strategic composure, proactively differentiate rival alliances, foster a favorable foundation for
neighboring cooperation, and focus on safeguarding the interests of small and medium-sized countries.

Keywords: Trump 2.0, the Asia-Pacific Alliance System, Great Power Competition, International Security,
Regional Order
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