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China’s Diplomatic Practice and the Construction of an Independent
Knowledge System in International Relations

GAOQO Fei SU Changhe LI Xiangyang YAN Xuetong

Editor’s Note: On May 17, 2016, President Xi Jinping delivered an important
speech at the Symposium on the Work of Philosophy and Social Sciences,
calling for the “accelerated development of philosophy and social sciences with
Chinese characteristics”. In 2022, during his inspection tour of Renmin
University of China, President Xi further emphasized that “accelerating the
development of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics
ultimately boils down to building China’s independent knowledge system”. As a
vital component of philosophy and social sciences, China’s IR academic
community bears a heavy responsibility and a lofty mission to further advance
innovation in knowledge, theory, and methodology within the discipline. For
decades, Western IR theories have been rooted in the diplomatic practices and
historical experiences of the modern West, making them inadequate to explain
the development trajectories of the vast “Global South”, including China.
Meanwhile, since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, China’s
major-country diplomacy has unfolded along a grand and historic course,
featuring multifaceted practices and yielding outstanding achievements. Yet,
overshadowed by the paradigms, discourses, and conceptual frameworks of
Western IR theories, China’s experience in international relations and diplomatic
practices has long remained in a state of theoretical disempowerment, making it
difficult to refine and elevate such practices into an independent theoretical
system. China’s extensive, distinctive, and multifaceted diplomatic practices
provide a crucial foundation for building an independent knowledge system in
IR. Meanwhile, a practice-oriented approach also serves as crucial guidance for
theoretical innovation in China’s IR studies. To further advance this endeavor
and better address the questions of China, the world, the people, and our
times, this journal has invited four renowned scholars to engage in an in-depth
discussion on the theme of “China’s Diplomatic Practice and the Construction of
an Independent Knowledge System in International Relations”. The aim is to

deepen the systematic and theoretical elucidation of Xi Jinping Thought on



Diplomacy, thereby accelerating the development of an independent knowledge

system for philosophy and social sciences in China.

From Pursuing Superiority to Accepting a Balance of Power: Maritime
Multipolarity and the Restructuring of U.S. Maritime Strategy

HU Bo

Abstract: Since the end of World War II, the pursuit of global maritime
superiority and sea control became the cornerstone of U. S, maritime strategy
and a foundational element of its overall national security and grand strategy.
However, since 2021, the U. S. has increasingly embraced the concepts of
maritime balance of power and sea denial. Driven by a structural reversal in
global maritime power dynamics, a dramatic shift in the balance of maritime
power, and deepening domestic political polarization in the U. S., U. S,
maritime strategy is undoubtedly undergoing a historic restructuring, shifting
from a pursuit of superiority to an acceptance of a balance of power. To this
end, the U, S. will offload greater responsibility and costs to its allies, develop
more cost-effective flexible response strategies, rely more heavily on
underwater and unmanned systems, and seek to revitalize maritime
infrastructure and manufacturing, while significantly scaling back its provision
of public goods for global maritime security. Its objective is to sustain a balance
of power favorable to the U. S. in strategically vital sea areas and deny
adversaries the capability to conduct major military operations. For both the
U. S. and the world, this restructuring represents a disruptive strategic shift
that is destined to be a long-term process. While policy vacillations and tactical
reversals are inevitable, the long-term trend has been set, and the direction of
U. S. future maritime strategic planning is unlikely to be fundamentally
reversed. In the long run, this restructuring is conducive to maintaining global
maritime strategic stability and easing great power competition. In the short
term, however, it may exacerbate the instability in hotspot waters and prompt the
U. S. to act with greater disregard for the existing international maritime order.

Key words: U. S. maritime strategy, multipolarity, balance of power, sea

control, sea denial, strategic retrenchment

Great-Power Competition over the Digital-Intelligent Transformation of
Ports as Sea Power Pivots: A Case Study on the Smart Ports Rivalry
between China and the United States

MA Yunfei Mao Weizhun

Abstract: In-depth globalization has driven sea power competition into an era of
strategic maritime governance centered on supply chain competition. States that
secure dominance over supply chains can translate economic strength into

strategic advantages, geopolitical resilience, and the capacity to shape



