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Sino-US Competition in Geostrategic Gravity and the Reshaping of the East
Asian Order

Wang Junsheng

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)
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[Abstract] Subject to the trajectory of US policy towards China, the Sino-US strategic competition
has become a reality that China must confront. Regarding the objects of competition between the two
countries, academia primarily focuses on specific areas such as hegemonic competition, ideological
struggles, and the relative merits of domestic development. The specific areas of competition between
China and the US need to be reflected through geostrategic gravity. Depending on the US perception
of the geostrategic importance of East Asia and rooted in its historical memory, alongside China’s cur-
rent strategic interests and historical experience in the East Asian region, the geostrategic gravity of
competition between China and the US lies in East Asia, where the two countries primarily compete
for leadership over the regional order. In order to cope with US strategic pressure by shaping the East
Asian order, China should, politically, strengthen relations with friendly countries based on East Asi-
an nations’ value of order, with a focus on uniting and engaging with neutral countries. Economically,
China should leverage its advantages to actively promote regional cooperation and achieve win-win co-
operation. In terms of security, China should address deficiencies by increasing investment in security
resources, and promote the realization of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable secur-

ity to jointly maintain regional stability.
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