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New Thinking on China’s Diplomacy with Its Neighboring Countries

in the New Era: Historical Lessons and Practical Direction
WANG Junsheng

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: The deep linkage between world changes and the surrounding power structure in the new
era has profound impact on China’s diplomacy with its neighboring countries. This requires some
new thinking on how to deal with the relations with China’s neighboring countries. The innovation
of such thinking is reflected in the aim to build a community with a shared future, its emphasis on
strategic mutual trust, the joint effort to construct the “Belt and Road” as the main platform, as
well as the security model and value for Asia. The new approach to China’s diplomacy with its
neighboring countries is also an innovation, clearly different from the traditional ap-
proach. Traditional great powers generally believe that inter-state relations are zero sum games, and
they try to influence, infiltrate, and even control their neighboring countries through their advanta-
ges in politics, economy, security, humanities, and so forth. In order to implement the innovative
thinking on the diplomacy with the neighboring countries in the new era, we should continue to car-
ry out effective trust-building, promote regional integration with our neighboring countries, in-
crease investment in security resources in the neighboring areas, and expand exchanges and commu-
nication with our neighboring countries.

Key words: Deep linkage; Diplomacy with neighboring countries; Innovation in thinking; Historical

lessons; Practical direction
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