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Analysis on the Trend of US-Japan-ROK Trilateral Cooperation

During Trump’s Second Term

Abstract The trilateral relationship among the United States, Japan and the
Republic of Korea is a strategic combination worth paying attention to in the Asia-Pacific
region. Through the Biden administration’s strengthening of the U. S. -Japan and U. S. -
ROK bilateral alliances, pressuring Japan and the Republic of Korea to “reconcile”,
and promoting the institutionalization and functionalization of U. S. -Japan-ROK trilateral
cooperation, U. S. -Japan-ROK trilateral cooperation has accelerated and is showing a
trend towards a quasi-alliance. During Trump’s second term, the U. S. -Japan-ROK
trilateral cooperation will be weakened, considering factors such as his reduced
investment in alliances and the turbulent political situation in the Republic of Korea.
However, considering the Trump administration’s strategic orientation of continuing to
put pressure on China and its tendency to use the trilateral cooperation for this purpose,
and the basic situation of Japan and ROK’s dependence on the United States has not
changed, the trilateral cooperation is likely to continue to develop. The trilateral
cooperation has led to intensified confrontation among camps in Northeast Asia,
damaged the regional industrial chain and supply chain system, and weakened the
ability of states in the region to cooperate in resolving the nuclear issue on the Korean
Peninsula. States in Northeast Asia should join hands to oppose camp confrontation and
the Cold War structure, strengthen cooperation and move toward each other, and jointly
promote regional peace and development.
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