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How Can Small States Conduct Great Diplomacy —An Analytical
Framework Based on Role-Shaping Qin Sheng

Abstract; This article attempts to construct an analytical framework for
assessing the diplomatic effectiveness of small states based on role shaping,
exploring how small states can achieve influence at regional and global levels
that far exceeds their material capabilities through effective role-
shaping. Existing studies either place small-state diplomacy within the
context of geopolitics and great power rivalry, focusing on the realist logic of
small-state regional strategies, or analyze small states participation in
specific issues of global governance as case studies, failing to provide a
general explanation for small-state diplomatic capacity and limitations from
the regional to the global level. This article argues that role theory not only
incorporates factors of power into the analytical framework but also,
through its constructivist emphasis on social construction and identity
positioning, offers stronger explanatory power for the effectiveness of small-
state diplomacy. The study finds that when small states role-shaping achieves
a “triple alignment” with regionalism objectives, specific global norms, and
the strategic focus of great powers, their diplomatic effectiveness is significantly
enhanced Pacific Island countries, by shaping themselves as “Guardians of the
Blue Pacific”, “Leaders in International Climate Morality”, and “Promoters of
Climate Change Governance”, have successfully transitioned from supporting roles
to leading roles in international climate politics, demonstrating the explanatory
power of the “triple alignment” framework for understanding how small states
conduct great diplomacy. This theoretical framework provides a new perspective for
understanding the growing international influence of small states and offers policy
insights for better advancing great power diplomacy with Chinese characteristics
and more effectively addressing the concerns of small states

Key Words: Small-state Diplomacy; Role-shaping; Regionalism;
Pacific Island Countries; Climate Diplomacy

About the Author: Qin Sheng, Associate Research Fellow, National
Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
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The Role of ASEAN in China-U. S Strategic Maneuvering—An

Analysis Based on the “Role Theory” in International Relations
Luo Shengrong and Liang Yajie

Abstract: Amid intensifying China-U S strategic maneuvering, how ASEAN
resolves role conflicts is key to the Asia-Pacific order transformation Based on “role
theory”, this article uses a “positioning-expectation-conflict” framework to analyze
ASEAN’s solutions Divergences between ASEAN’s self-positioning and others’
expectations cause internal and external role conflicts. To address these,
ASEAN reconfirms its central role, adjusts behavior to meet China
U. S expectations, strengthens institutionalized consultations with both,
and promotes strategic diversification It argues that ASEAN “centrality” is
not static but a “processual existence” dynamically adjusted in response to
role conflicts.

Key Words: China-U. S, Maneuvering; Asia-Pacific Security; ASEAN
Role; Role Conflict
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