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countermeasures to hedge against U.S. investment containment with institutional power.
Key Words: America First Investment Policy ; Dual=Track Mechanism ; Investment Review ; Technology Containment ; Industrial Chain Restructuring ;
China—U.S. Relations
Non-Following Behaviors of Weak States in Asymmetric Alliances WANG Jing DONG Xiang-rong - 64 -
Abstract : Alliances are an important part of U.S. foreign relations. Given the substantial power disparities between the U.S. and its partners, generally
speaking , alliances led by the U.S. can be defined as asymmetric alliances. In such alliances, the weaker parties are usually in an unequal position , tending
to follow the strategic arrangements of the strong states in their foreign policy. However, weak states sometimes exhibit varying degrees of non—following
behaviors. This paper establishes an analytical framework for understanding weak states” non—following behaviors with interdependence and threat
perception as core elements, and proposes that there are four types of short—term interdependence dynamics between strong and weak states : strong—
strong , strong—weak , weak—strong , and weak—weak , and that the states hold consistent or different threat perceptions. When the strong states” dependence
on the weak ones is low while the weak states” dependence on the strong ones is high , the power gap between them is large , and the weak states do not
have the initiative. When the strong and weak states have the same threat perception , both sides have common security interests in addressing threats.
Under these conditions , the weak states generally do not exhibit non—following behaviors. In contrast,, under the other three interdependence scenarios ,
particularly when coupled with divergent threat perceptions , the power gap between the strong and weak states is narrowed , and the weak states have a
certain initiative. The absence of a common threat to bridge interest disparities creates conditions where the weaker states may resort to non—following
behaviors. Such behaviors can be manifested as negative response , threatening and raising prices, direct confrontation , or even ending the alliance. This
paper takes the non—following behaviors of South Korea, Tiirkiye, the Philippines, New Zealand, and other countries towards the United States in
certain specific events as examples to explore the mechanism of non—following behaviors of weak states in asymmetric alliances.
Key Words : Interdependence ; Threat Perception ; Asymmetric Alliance ; Non—Following Behaviors ; Australia, New Zealand and the United States
Alliance (ANZUS)
The foundation of Technological Hegemony : A Study on the Agenda—Setting by U.S. Digital Companies
HUANG Ri—han BAI Rui-shan 79 -
Abstract : U.S. digital companies have long relied on technological hegemony to shape global Hot—topic technology issues through the exercise of
agenda—setting power, thereby reinforcing their international dominance. This hegemony stems from these companies” control over the global internet
industry , including monopolies in technological innovation, application capabilities, and intellectual property, which creates asymmetric dependencies
through network media dominance that can challenge state sovereignty and amplify their agenda—setting capacity. During the nascent and hype phases of
technological development, these companies employ cognitive and normative agenda—setting strategies to direct global attention to topics such as
blockchain , the metaverse , and generative artificial intelligence ( AI) , operating across the dimensions of technological cognition , persuasion , and decision—
making. The successful shaping of Hot—topic technology should align with major powers” criteria for evaluating the execution and verification of
technological applicability. Temporally , blockchain and generative Al have sustained prominence owing to recognition by major powers, whereas the
metaverse proved comparatively short—lived. The transient nature of such technological hype reveals the limits of agenda—setting : insufficient technological
maturity and inadequate infrastructural support accelerate topic turnover. Notably, the rapid rise of China’s DeepSeek challenges U.S. agenda—setting
capacity and signals a new phase in the global technological competition.
Key Words: U.S. Digital Companies; Technological Hegemony ; Agenda—Setting Capacity ; Hot—topic technology Issues; Global Technological
Competition
The United States” Competition against China on International Standards of Digital Technologies and its Implications
GENG Zhao -95+
Abstract : The rapid development of digital technologies has elevated the international standardization of digital technologies to an issue of global
concern and a focal point in U.S.—China competition. This standardization involves cutting—edge technologies, values and cognition, international
institutions , national security , and international trade , making it a complex issue in the U.S.—China competition. In this context, the U.S. has constructed
a series of negative narratives targeting China , attempting to curb China’s deep involvement in mainstream international mechanisms and develop anti—
China standard systems by establishing various new institutional frameworks. The U.S. has also made market access and compliance a key issue in
securitization and adopted a series of technological trade measures against China. The U.S. digital companies have also engaged in numerous disputes with
Chinese counterparts over Standard Essential Patents (SEPs). These actions are prominent manifestations of its competition against China. The primary
driving factor for the U.S. to launch a digital technology standardization competition against China is its desire to diversify competitive tools , reinforce
U. S. dominance in global digital technology standards, reshape the global digital trade and governance architecture, enhance U.S. institutional
technological power, and satisfy its security perceptions. These competitive measures risk fragmenting the global digital technology standards governance
system and exacerbate the disintegration of the global digital technology industry and trade system. Consequently, the development of the international
norms system for digital space will likely encounter new challenges.
Key Words : Digital Technology ; International Standardization ; China—U.S. Relations ; International Competition ; Global Digital Governance
Japan and South Korea’s Supply Chain Pan-Securitization under '"Trump Shock' : Dilemmas and China-Japan—-South Korea
Trilateral Cooperation JIN Xiang—dan -110*
Abstract : Amidst intensifying geopolitical and geoeconomic competition and the impact of the COVID—19 pandemic, Japan and South Korea have
initiated a "securitization" shift in their supply chains. They have been restructuring supply chains that were previously overly dependent on China,
actively integrating into U.S.—led supply chain alliances to enhance economic security , while at the same time leveraging U.S.—China competition to
consolidate their technological and manufacturing advantages at key nodes of global production networks. During Trump’s second term , Washington has
pursued the building of a U.S.—centric, domestically anchored, and "De—Sinicized" supply chain network , with tariffs serving as a key policy instrument
to advance supply chain "Americanization." This strategy directly challenges the supply chain "securitization" strategies of Japan and South Korea. In the
context of Trump 2.0, both Japan and South Korea face a dual dilemma: the reality of being unable to rapidly reduce dependence on China, and
simultaneously grappling with the uncertainties and cost pressures resulting from deepened reliance on the U.S. and fragmented supply chains. Their
positions as "node" countries in global supply chains make it difficult for any "choose—a—side" strategy to balance security and competitiveness. China,
serving as the central hub of the global supply network , remains indispensable to the structural stability of Japanese and Korean supply chains. Enhanced
trilateral cooperation among China , Japan, and South Korea can effectively align the advantages of the "hub" with those of the "node" economies , thereby
strengthening collective supply chain security and mitigating the risks posed by rising protectionism.
Key Words : Trump 2.0 3 U.S.—China Competition ; Supply Chains ; Securitization ; China—Japan—South Korea Cooperation
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