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Shaping Strategic Autonomy of International Ports: Case Study of
Singapore Free Trade Port

Fan Jiarui
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: Countries with prosperous and stable international ports typically possess a certain degree of stra-
tegic autonomy. International ports enhance geopolitical influence geographically by connecting global logis-
tics networks and establishing regional key nodes, and institutionally, foster global connectivity, promote in-
ternational trade flows, and underpin the framework of global governance. Singapore Free Trade Port exem-
plifies this regular pattern. It, through its proactive shaping of the geographical environment and creative uti-
lization of objective conditions, sustains global shipping and economic and trade systems by functioning as a
key regional hub in Southeast Asia. This process depends on the momentum of globalization, as deglobaliza-
tion may hinder its functioning. In the context of the return of geopolitical rivalry and the rising tide of deglo-
balization, studying the shaping of strategic autonomy in Singapore Free Trade Port can inspire other coun-
tries to proactively shape their spatial environments and contribute to the development of paradigms for area
studies.

Keywords: international port, strategic autonomy, geopolitical influence, global connectivity, Singapore
Free Trade Port

JEL classification: F50, 218

Current Landscape, Multiple Models and China’s Solutions on Global Submarine Fiber
Optic Cables Governance

Zheng Haiqi
Party School of the CPC Central Committee (National Academy of Governance)

Abstract: Submarine fiber optic cables governance, which is related to national security and economic develop-
ment, attracts international attention and requires effective governance models. Within this governance, pri-
vate enterprises occupy a prominent position as governance subjects, and their interaction with governments
has been progressively intensifying. The digital standards embedded in submarine fiber optic cables have be-
come the core governance object. However, the lack of global digital standards hinders international coordi-
nation, increasing the costs and policy disagreements on submarine fiber optic cables governance. Submarine
fiber optic cables have created new interdependence between great powers, but stimulated some powers to
weaponize interdependence. Against this background, the US has adopted a highly exclusive governance
model to compete with China on submarine fiber optic cables, and attempts to establish digital standards
dominated by the US and its allies. The European Union promotes a joint and independent governance model,
which requires establishing a joint governance system for submarine fiber optic cables among member states
and reducing external reliance. The Global South appeals for more inclusive and diverse governance models
and hopes to increase cable connectivity to promote development. Under a vision of global governance fea-
turing extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits, China has actively helped the Global
South build submarine fiber optic cables and reasonably arranged the sources of project funding. Moreover,
China has established a submarine fiber optic cables cooperation framework through a multilateral approach
and provided reliable security solutions. China needs to enhance its digital partnerships with developed coun-
tries like France and Global South countries, and play a leading role in the formulation of global submarine
fiber optic cables standards and rules.

Keywords: submarine fiber optic cables, private enterprise, digital standard, interdependence, global gover-
nance, infrastructure

JEL classification: F02, F50
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