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Abstracts

The Belt and Road Initiative and the Building of a Common
Development-Oriented International Scoiety  Yuan Zhengqing and Zhao Yang

Abstract: This paper conceptualizes the core concept of international
society in English School as founded upon coersive expansion. This expansion
is characterized as the spread of the “civilized” West across the globe and a
process through which “barbaric” non-West adopted so-called Western
civilization, thereby establishing a “self-other” hierarchy with the West as
subject and the non-West as object, curbing non-Western countries from full
economic and social development. Based on criticizing and reflecting the
English School’s coercive expansion-oriented international society, this
paper thus proposes that the Belt and Road Initiative promotes the
construction of a common development-oriented international society centered
on common development, which pursues balanced, inclusive, and mutually
beneficial growth. With jointly developing the Belt and Road Initiative
introducing the fundamental concept of common development into
international society, China partners with developing countries to advance
the building of a common development-oriented international society and
explores the modernization pathways tailored to developing countries.

Key Words: Coercive Expansion-oriented International Society; Common
Development-oriented International Society; Belt and Road Initiative; Extensive
Consultation, Joint Contribution and Shared Benefits

Legitimacy of Order, Agency of Rising States, and Transformation
of International Order Li Qigian

Abstract; The transformation of international order is a research topic
intimately connected to power transitions. A research perspective of
legitimacy and agency offers some supplementation to this matter. Under the
influence of these two factors, four pathways emerge for international order
transformation; reshaping, adaptation, inheritance, and disorder. The
power transition between Britain and France demonstrates how low legitimacy
combined with high agency triggers coercive reshaping of international
order. Conversely, the power transition between Britain and the United
States illustrates how high legitimacy and strong agency facilitate adaptation
by persuasive means. To some extent, the perspective of legitimacy and
agency helps enrich the logical mechanisms of international order
transformation at the non-material level while clarifying the meaning and
characteristics of “revisionism” . This approach not only provides fresh
insights into historical power transition processes but also contributes more
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theoretical thinking for current China-US interactions.
Key Words: Transformation of International Order; Order Legitimacy;
Power Transition; Agency; Competition of Order Concepts

Balance of Legitimacy and International Order Competition  Wei Bing

Abstract: Competition among major nations represents a key topic in
international relations. Most existing studies analyze this phenomenon from
the perspective ofbalance of power. However., beyond seeking dominance,
this competition aims for an international order that reflects each major
nation’ s preferences. The essence of this process constitutes international
order competition, and the essence of gaining dominance over the
international order lies in establishing legitimacy. Balance of legitimacy thus
emerge as the primary means of competing for international order, with
balance of power serving as a pathway to balance of legitimacy. This paper
employs positive/negative balancing and discursive/behavioral pathways to
categorize balance of legitimacy into four types: discursive positive
balancing, discursive negative balancing, behavioral positive balancing, and
behavioral negative balancing. In the current China-U. S. competition, China
bolsters its legitimacy primarily through discursive and behavioral positive
balancing while countering the U. S.through negative ones. The U.S.
undermines China’s legitimacy through discursive and behavioral negative
balancing while strengthening its own legitimacy through positive ones.

Key Words: Balance of Legitimacy; Balance of Power; International
Order Competition; China-U. S. Competition

Analysis of Continental Equilibrium and the China-U. S. Geo-security
Dilemma Zheng Yiwei

Abstract; Continental balance of power constitutes a core proposition
concerning land-sea confrontation within geopolitical science. Given that the
limits of continental expansion extend toward the sea, and that Eurasia
occupies the central position in the contemporary global geopolitical
structure, any rising Eurasian land nation not allied with major maritime
nations becomes designated as their primary geo-competitor. Maintaining the
continental balance of power depends on major maritime nations’ willingness
to assume continental responsibilities and their commitment to balance. For
major maritime powers, maritime dominance and continental balance are
inextricably linked, with global geographic advantages reinforcing the
Eurasian balance. Today, the FEurasian geopolitical landscape is amid
profound transformation. The U. S., guided by its geostrategic traditions and
interest calculations, formulates its approach to strategic threat assessment.
However, countering China’s rise while shaping this balance presents an
unprecedented challenge for American geostrategy. In response, China
employs strategic restraint and focus to accelerate its pursuit of becoming a
major maritime nation.
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