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Opportunities and Challenges of Building a “China-Thailand Community with a Shared
Future” from the Perspective of Generational Changes

ZHOU Fang-ye" *

(1.National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007;
2. Institute of Thailand Studies, Chinese Academy of South and Southeast Asian Studies, Kunming, 650034)

Abstract: Over the past 50 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and
Thailand, bilateral ties have steadily developed into a positive pattern catheterized by mutual security assistance,
political trust, economic reciprocity, and cultural exchange. A new development goal has also been established
to jointly build a “China-Thailand community with a shared future”. However, Thailand is undergoing a critical
transition period of generational changes. Influenced by domestic and international factors, such as the “re-
selection” of domestic modernization path, global economic recession, and strategic game between China and the
U.S., Thailand is facing a pronounced generational divide between the old and new generations, which caused
uncertainties in the previously stable and predictable China-Thailand relations. To turn crisis into opportunity in
and to further deepen strategic China-Thailand cooperation, it is necessary to leverage the demonstrative role of
Chinese path to modernization. This includes strengthening international and regional multilateral cooperation,
especially with the Global South, to counter Western (particularly U.S.) pressure on Thailand to “take sides”.
Additionally, upgrading China-Thailand economic and trade cooperation can enhance the “sense of gain” among
Thai younger generation. Expanding people-to-people and cultural exchanges between new generations of both
countries will also help sustain the traditional friendship of “China and Thailand are one family”, thereby paving a
broader path for constructing a “China-Thailand community with a shared future”.

Keywords: China-Thailand Relations, Generational Changes, Chinese Path to Modernization, China-
Thailand Community with a Shared Future
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