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Trump’s Policy Resurgence and the Restructuring of Global
Economic and Trade Order: A Neo-Isolationism Perspective

XU Chao', LI Tianguo®

(1. Institute of Information, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;
2. National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of

Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract; The foreign policy of the Trump administration, centered on the core value of “Ameri-
ca First”, demonstrates characteristics of selective strategic retrenchment and a neo-isolationist o-
rientation. Through reconstructing its foreign economic strategy framework, the Trump adminis-
tration has implemented policy measures including the unilateral imposition of punitive tariffs,
strengthening of foreign investment screening mechanisms, and incentivizing industrial repatri-
ation, thereby establishing institutional arrangements marked by distinct economic nationalism.
In response to this policy regression, China should adopt the following strategies: maintain stra-
tegic resolve to steadfastly safeguard national sovereignty and core interests; accelerate Chinese-
style modernization by enhancing the resilience of its economic system to bolster its capacity to
withstand external shocks; align with high-standard international economic and trade rules to
strengthen adaptability to these rules and bolster institutional discourse power; break away from
overdependence on single sources in critical supply chain links to build a resilient supply chain
system; and actively engage in the reform of the multilateral trading system to advance the estab-
lishment of a new global economic order characterized by greater inclusivity, equity, and sustain-
ability.

Key words: Trump; new isolationism; global economic and trade order; Chinese path to modern-
ization
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