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Enhancing Level of Institutional Openness through the Joint Construction of the Belt and Road Initiative

Xiao Yu', Chen Xiao?, Sun Yaoxin®
(1. National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

2. University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)

Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) construction is a strategic move by China to expand high-level opening—up under new historical
conditions and a crucial means for China to steadily transition from trade and factor mobility—based openness to institutional openness. Institutional
openness not only emphasizes alignment with international high—standard rules, i.e., the “import” of rules, but also includes the export of Chinese
standards, i.e., the “export” of rules. The joint construction of the BRI is not only an important platform for China to expand higher-level opening—
up but also a vast experimental field for China’ s institutional openness, thereby helping to enhance China’ s international discourse power. Currently,
using the joint construction of the BRI to elevate China’ s institutional openness still faces challenges such as insufficient economic cooperation content
and forms, as well as the need to optimize cooperation mechanisms with countries along the routes. To address these challenges, it is essential to promote
the flow of production factors and comprehensively consolidate the economic foundation for institutional openness; focus on the construction of regularized
mechanisms to continuously deepen the connotations of cooperation mechanisms with countries along the routes; conduct open pilot projects and carry out
targeted institutional openness stress tests; concentrate on the reform of the global governance system and strengthen cooperation with countries along the
routes in safeguarding the multilateral trading system.

Key words: The Joint Construction of the Belt and Road Initiative; Institutional Openness; New Development Pattern; Cooperation Mechanism;

De-globalization
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