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of ASEAN’s political-security cooperation are influenced by two key
variables; the scope of benefits of and the outside options associated with
specific cooperative initiatives. The extent to which the scope of benefits
stemming from a particular cooperative initiative align with state interests
determines the level of support from ASEAN member states for that initiative.
Outside options, from the perspective of cost avoidance, determine the
willingness of ASEAN member states to incur the costs necessary to promote
institutional cooperation. The interaction between these two variables gives
rise to four differentiated outcomes: “cooperation achieved,” “cooperation rejected,”
“cooperation suspended,” and “cooperation downgraded. ” On the basis of
this theoretical foundation, the article explores four sets of case studies
which are selected to offer a controlled comparison of the various outcomes.

Key Words: ASEAN; “Talk Shop”; Scope of Benefits; Outside Options;
International Institutional Cooperation
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Re-Constituting the Power Structure: The Dual-Layered Security
Governance Model in the Malacca Strait
Fan Jiarui

Abstract: The “Malacca Model” refers to the dual-layered security
governance system that has evolved in the Malacca Strait over the past two
decades. It includes exclusive cooperation among littoral states as the main
part, as well as inclusive cooperation among littoral states and some major
users. The Malacca Strait Patrols conducted by littoral states in this sub-
region represents the first multilateral military arrangement native to
Southeast Asia, while the Cooperative Mechanisms built by littoral states
and major users marks the region’s first moves to implement the principle of
“shared responsibility”. Taken collectively, these elements make up the
“Malacca Model ”. This model is a result of combined processes of
regionalization and internationalization of security governance, which have
functioned to re-constitute the sub-regional power structure in the Malacca
Strait. Littoral states have gained institutional power by enhancing their
regional governance capacities. Meanwhile, for states using the Malacca
Strait, their limited, but still equal participation in governance has also
shaped the formation of the balance of power. This new sub-regional status
quo, which features small and medium-sized states at its core and major
powers on the periphery, has been influenced by regional and international
rules, shaping this new “Malacca Model”. Tt helps mitigate tensions
between the sovereignty concerns of littoral states and concerns related to
freedom of navigation vis-a-vis users of this Strait, thus ensuring the
security and stability of this sub-region.

Key Words: “Malacca Model”; Re-Constituting Power Structure; Regional
Security Governance
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Why Do Conspiracy Theories Abound in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict?
Liang Huaixin

Abstract: In the current context of great power competition, strategic
narratives based on conspiracy theories have made a resurgence. This is
particularly the case in the Russia-Ukraine conflict, where conspiracy
theories abound, not only prolonging the conflict amidst an “information
fog,” but also undermining international trust and exacerbating divisions
within the international community. What are the mechanisms driving
conspiracy theories vis-a-vis strategic narratives? Why do conspiracy theories
abound around the Russia-Ukraine conflict? Existing specialized literature on
this topic is relatively limited. This article attempts to fill this gap by
analyzing this phenomenon from the vantagepoint of narrative settings and
roles. It argues that conspiracy theory narratives are a unique form of
narrative strategy. Following the outbreak of a major international event, an
“exposer” will use conspiracy theories as a form of irrational narration to
influence the subjective cognition of an “audience,” and thereby achieve a
premeditated goal of targeting a so-called “bad actor. ” It finds that there are
many different reasons why conspiracy theories are common during
extraordinary historical periods. The article goes on to offer a case study of
conspiracy theory narratives in the Russia-Ukraine conflict, proposing
recommendations in response to the strategic limitations generated by
conspiracy theories, as well as relevant countermeasures.

Key Words: Conspiracy Theory; Strategic Narrative; Social-Psychology;
Great State Competition; Russia-Ukraine Conflict
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization: Assessing the Emergence and
Effectiveness of Regional Security Governance
Chen Xiaoding and Liu Shurong
Abstract: As the Ukraine Crisis continues to reverberate internationally,
the security situation in Eurasia has become increasingly complex, posing
significant challenges to security governance vis-a-vis the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO). This article argues that member state perceptions of
security threats and policy orientations play important roles in SCO security
governance efforts. In general, when faced with a clear and highly
constraining external environment, member states will perceive the strongest
levels of security threats and be compelled to participate, resulting in highly
effective regional security governance. On the other hand, when external
constraints are significant, but less clearly defined, members states will still
perceive relatively high levels of threats, but participation will be more
selective, resulting in moderate levels of effectiveness vis-d-vis SCO security
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