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Accurately understanding Xi Jinping’ s systematic interpretation
of strategic opportunities risks and challenges:
On how to maintain and continue the strategic opportunities period

in the “T'wo Overall Situations”

DING Gong
( National Institute of International Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China General Secretary Xi Jinping has made a
series of important statements on how to grasp strategic opportunities and face risks and challenges. These statements draw
both from past experiences and push beyond them combining inheritance with development. They deepen the Party’ s un—
derstanding of the interaction between strategic opportunities risks and challenges elevating the understanding of strate—
gic opportunities to a higher level. How to understand grasp and utilize strategic opportunities in the new journey is not
only a prerequisite for whether the major strategic deployments of the 14th Five—Year Plan and the long-term objectives for
2035 can be implemented smoothly but also a key factor affects whether the second centenary goal and the great rejuve—
nation of the Chinese nation can be achieved. The world today is undergoing profound changes unseen in a century and
the changes are full of opportunities and challenges. This requires us to deeply understand and accurately grasp the scien—
tific connotation of General Secretary Xi Jinping’ s important statements on seizing strategic opportunities focusing on the
present while also taking a long-term perspective. It requires fully exploring the objective laws of the intersection of Chi—
na’ s stage-specific characteristics and the trend changes during the strategic opportunity period actively leveraging inter—
national situations conducive to domestic development and coordinating the handling of contradictions between fairness
and efficiency capital and labor and technological upgrades and employment security. At the same time we must recog—
nize that strategic opportunities and risk challenges are both opposed and unified and their inherent characteristics can
also transform. We need to timely update our concepts of strategic opportunities and risk challenges firmly believe that
opportunities outweigh challenges overall deeply understand the essence of challenges being more complex comprehen—
sive and transformable within strategic opportunities. In an environment where strategic opportunities and risk challenges
coexist we must create more favorable strategic opportunities for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Keywords “Two Overall Situations’; “Two Centenary Goals”; strategic opportunity; risk and challenge; external coop—

eration
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