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An Analysis of the Paradox of America’s “ Rules-based Order”

from the Perspective of the South China Sea Dispute
Fan Jiarui and Zhai Kun ««-ccoceeeeeemeemeemtentmnemiemenenaninen..

In recent years, the United States has deepened its involvement in the
South China Sea issue, which is characterized by taking the “rules-based
order” as the theoretical and policy basis, hoping to build a security order
in the South China Sea area under its own leadership. However, the actual
acts of the United States in the South China Sea run counter to its rhetoric.
On the contrary, the South China Sea area is outside of its previous order.
Therefore, it is necessary to make a rational analysis from the viewpoints of
theory and practice to highlight the contradiction between the United
States, cognition and action. The rhetoric of a “rules-based order” has o-
riginated in the official diplomatic statements of the United States in recent
years, which is one of the facets of the evolution of the South China Sea
policy system of the United States after the Cold War. The purpose of this
thetoric is to immobilize, legitimize, and moralize its involvement in the
South China Sea issue. At the academic level, however, the construction of
order is not only based on a single factor of rule, but also influenced by the
power distribution and value concept. Even the rules themselves are not set
in stone. From this perspective, the “rule” of the “rules-based order” is
ambiguous, and the “order” established on this basis is only the the United
States’ order, with the purpose of safeguarding its own interests. In recent
years, the Freedom of Navigation, military exercises, and the Indo-Pacific
Strategy carried out by the United States have caused some obstacles in sha-
ping the South China Sea regulation, creating turbulences in the regional
order, which has aggravated the disorder of the South China Sea issue and

undermined regional security.



