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Abstracts

Myanmar. This article finds that ASEAN’s initiative to constructively intervene in Myan—
mar’s affairs has been strengthening, as demonstrated by its responses to the Depayin E—
vent in 2003, the Saffron Revolution in 2007, Cyclone Nargis in 2008, the Rakhine Crisis
since 2012, and the Tatmadaw’s re-takeover of power in 2021. These five cases demon—
strate that ASEAN s adjustment to the principle of non-interference in Myanmar have
clear limitations. These adjustments enhance ASEAN’s discourse power in regional affairs
while impacting the coordination of its member states. However, preserving the integrity
of ASEAN is the bottom line that cannot be touched by ASEAN’s adjustment to the prin—
ciple of non-interference.

[Keywords] ASEAN; Non-interference Principle; Myanmar; Adjustment; Southeast Asia
[Authors] YANG Xiangzhang, Associate Fellow, Institute of Belt and Road Initiative/In—
stitute of Myanmar Studies, Yunnan University, Kunming, China; LI Zhongyang, Master’s

Student, School of International Studies, Yunnan University, Kunming, China

The Chinese Path to Modernization and Sino-US Competition

ZHONG Feiteng

[Abstract] In spite of the Chinese government’s opposition, the United States defined Si—
no-US relations as strategic competition. At present, China has three kinds of approaches
of this situation, namely, the US misjudgment approach, the US status anxiety approach
and the Sino US domestic governance approach. This paper argues that the fundamental
reason why the United States embarked on the road of strategic competition with China
prematurely lies in the leap forward development of the Chinese path to modernization,
which exceeded the United States” expectations of China’s development prospects. The
Chinese path to modernization is not to surpass the most advanced countries, but to reach
the level of moderately developed countries, thus forming a new development path. China
“s foreign policy is closely integrated with its economic development strategy, while the
United States has adopted a foreign policy that serves the middle class in the past decade.
The inspiration for this change in methodology is that both China and the United States
need to break away from holistic thinking and recognize the impact of unbalanced domes—
tic development on foreign relations. The reason the United States misunderstood China
and experienced status anxiety is that it actually regarded the extraordinary development of

China’s coastal areas as a sign of China’s future power status, overestimated China’s inter—
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national status and its intention to replace the United States. The United States also failed
to understand the constraints on foreign policy imposed by China’s repeated emphasis on
the duality of low per capita and large aggregate. Looking to the future, both China and
the United States should consider the impact of regions that participate less in international
competition on their foreign policies.

[Keywords] Chinese Path to Modernization; Sino-US Competition; Eastern Coastal Are—
as; Moderately Developed Countries

[Author] ZHONG Feiteng, Research Fellow, National Institute of International Strategy,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijjing, China

The EUS Foreign Strategic Shifts and New Trends of Its East Asian Security Poli—
cy

WANG Zhenling

[Abstract] Due to recent rapid changes in the international landscape, the EU has under—
gone a strategic awakening and significant shift in its foreign strategy, focusing on strategic
autonomy and participation in geopolitical competition. In this context, the EU’s security
policy in East Asia shows both continuity and new trends. Firstly, the EU continues to
prioritize normative objectives such as values and effective multilateralism, and presents it—
self as a “principled” security actor. Secondly, the EU has assumed the role of a “mari—
time security provider” and, while increasing the pragmatism and operational effectiveness
of its security policy, has encouraged its member states to increase participation in “free
navigation” operations in the South China Sea, strengthen naval diplomacy and deploy—
ment, and provide a hard power guarantee for its role as a maritime security actor. Third—
ly, the EU declares itself a third-party positionand seeks to establish its own strategic space
while trying to balance between China and the United States. China needs to be alert to
the changes in its neighborhood resulting from the EU’s strategic and policy shift, increase
contacts and cooperation with the EU, and strive for the EU to maintain a relatively neu—
tral position in specific policy areas rather than completely following the US.
[Keywords] EU; Foreign Strategy; Security Policy in East Asia; Strategic Autonomy; Ge—
opolitics; Indo—Pacific

[Author] WANG Zhenling, Associate Professor, English and International Studies, China

Foreign Affairs University, Beijing, China
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