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and Its Trend, by Dr. Xie Ruochu, Lecturer at the Department of International
Politics, University of International Relations; and Lyu Yaodong, Vice President
and Doctoral Supervisor at the Institute of Japanese Studies, CASS. As two
important countries in Northeast Asia with disputes over historical issues and
practical interests, the relationship between South Korea and Japan is closely
related to the regional security situation and the process of regional integration,
and also has a profound impact on China’s surrounding security environment.
Since the Yoon Seok-youl administration took office in South Korea, relations
between the ROK and Japan have shown signs of improvement in many aspects,
which is not only the result of the consideration of their own interests, but also
inseparable from the coordination by their common ally the United States.
Although the improvement of relations between South Korea and Japan faces
various constraints due to the poor stability of the Yoon Seok-youl administration,
the persistent historical issues between the two countries, and the lack of
endogenous impetus for the improvement of bilateral relations, it cannot be
ignored that it will undoubtedly have an impact on the situation on the Korean
Peninsula, South Korea’s policy toward China, and the regional policy of the
United States. Therefore, we should pay full attention to and be highly vigilant

against its trend.

Opportunities and Challenges for China to Deepen Cooperation with the
Pacific Island Countries, by Sun Lu, Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute of

Asia-Pacific and Global Strategic Studies, CASS. Based on a brief introduction
of the history and national conditions of the Pacific island countries as well as
the history and current situation of the friendly cooperation between China and
the South Pacific island countries in the past 40 years, this paper summarizes
and analyzes the opportunities and challenges in the cooperation between China
and the South Pacific region, and puts forward some policy suggestions on how
to better expand and deepen the cooperation between the two sides in the future.
Opportunities include the need for China and the South Pacific island countries
to expand and deepen cooperation in development and security; the challenges

mainly come from the resistance of the United States and other Western countries
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to the cooperation between China and the South Pacific island countries. On the
one hand, the United States and other Western countries are especially vigilant to
the cooperation between China and the South Pacific island countries and spread
negative public opinions on the issue of security cooperation. On the other hand,
in order to obstruct the cooperation between China and the South Pacific island
countries and squeeze China out of the South Pacific region, the United States and
its allies directly or strategically upgrade their geopolitical and military strategic
measures. Under such pressure, the South Pacific island countries have different
attitudes and reactions. The resistance imposed by the United States and its allies
is in essence a suppression and violation of the right to development of most
countries, including China and the South Pacific island countries. In view of the
above situation, it is suggested that relevant Chinese departments and scholars
take steps at the regional and international levels to promote the development of
bilateral relations, improve the international environment for development, and
constantly consolidate and strengthen the friendly cooperation between China and

the South Pacific island countries.
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