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Thailand’ s “Non—neutral” Hedging in China—US Strategic Competition:
Features Causes and Trends

ZHOU Fangye

('National Institute of International Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007)

Abstract: As China—US strategic competition continues to escalate Thailand has repeatedly reiterated its traditional
hedging strategy. However from the perspective of China—US—Thailand triangle relationship its strategic focus has clearly
shifted in the direction of being pro—China in the past decade. Thailand’ s “non—neutral” hedging is derived from the en—
dogenous tension of the adjustment of its domestic political power structure showing the basic principle of “taking the con—
servative ideology of ‘Thai democracy’ as the benchmark taking the economy and security as the twin wings and taking
the regional /sub—regional cooperation as the strategic depth”. In the medium and long run for China to prevent Thailand’ s
“non—neutral” hedging reversal it is necessary to further consolidate the foundation of Sino—Thai strategic cooperation in
terms of geographic connectivity industrial integration and people—to—people bonds.

Key words: China—US strategic competition Thailand “Non—neutral” hedging strategy
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