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Opportunities and Challenges of Energy Cooperation Regime in Northeast
Asia under the Target of Carbon Peak and Carbon Neutrality
LI Bing

Abstract : Northeast Asia, as an important part of global economic devel-
opment and energy consumption, has attracted much attention for its en-
ergy cooperation practices and regime construction. In recent years, af-
fected by the global awareness of addressing climate change, countries in
NEA area have set their net zero carbon emission goals, in order to a-
chieve energy transition steadily through carbon peak and carbon neu-
trality. The article reviews the traditional energy cooperation regimes in
Northeast Asia and summarizes its overall characteristics as “practicable

¢

bilateralism”, “ineffective minilateralism” and “idle multilateralism”.
The commitment of China, Japan and South Korea to the net zero car-
bon emission goal, and the acceleration of clean energy transition by
Russia, North Korea and Mongolia have promoted the energy transition
in Northeast Asia, which bring new opportunities and risks. The trans-
formation of energy cooperation practices in Northeast Asia has also pro-
moted new changes in its cooperation regimes in three dimensions: the
utility of minilateral institutions, the knowledge-led multi-layer coopera-
tion network, and the integration and development of international re-
gime in various issue areas. Therefore, governance participation and in-
stitutional reforms should be promoted in four aspects, including policy
communication, multrparticipation, platform construction, and critical
mineral resources so as to contribute Chinese wisdom to the Northeast
Asian energy cooperation regime.

Keywords: Northeast Asia; energy cooperation; international regime;

carbon neutrality; energy transition
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