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China’s 30-year participation in international climate governance in retrospect

LI Zhifei', DONG Liang®, ZHANG Haibin’
(1. National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China;
2. Institute of Asia Studies, China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037, China;
3. School of International Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract From the 1990s to the present, China has gone through four stages in the process of climate governance as a key stakehold-
er , from a prudent participant to an active contributor and a leader, whose ideas, actions and roles have profoundly influenced the pat-
tern of international climate governance. First, from the perspective of idea and principle, China has promoted a fair transformation of in-
ternational climate governance based on the dichotomy of developed and developing countries under the principle of ‘Common but Dif-
ferentiated Responsibilities’. Second, in terms of willingness and action, China has strengthened its participation in international cli-
mate negotiations, implementation of climate conventions, provision of climate governance solutions, and recent climate action vigorous-
ly. Third, from the aspects of position and role, China has been changing its role from being a passive and cautious participant to an
open and active player, and then a leading contributor. The three factors driving China’s participation in the international climate gover-
nance include the overall national interests, national power position and national role. On the one hand, China’s idea and action have
been influenced and shaped by the international climate system based on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC); on the other hand, with the economic growth and the increase of greenhouse gas emissions, China has also gained the struc-
tural power in international climate governance, leading the construction of the bottom-up international regime under the framework of
the Paris Agreement. At present, the Paris Agreement is in its implementation stage from the rule-making process. In September 2020,
China solemnly announced to the international community the goal of achieving carbon emissions peak before 2030 and carbon neutrali-
ty before 2060. China has established a leading group on carbon neutrality, which will formulate a 1+N policy system. As a responsible
major power, China has put forward the Global Development Initiatives, stressing to adhere to the harmonious coexistence between hu-
mans and nature, in order to improve the global environment governance, to speed up the green low carbon transformation, and to
achieve green recovery development. In the future, China will take a more positive attitude to leading the international climate gover-
nance and foster a ‘ Community of Life for Human Beings and Nature’ and a ‘ Community of Shared Future for Global Development’.

Key words climate change; international climate governance; China; UNFCCC; climate crisis; process of governance
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