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Abstracts

The Construction of a Language Strategy and the
Sustainable Development of the Belt and Road Initiative in South Asia

By Yue Shengsong

ABSTRACT:. Language plays a fundamental role in driving the
construction of the Belt and Road Initiative, particularly from a Socio-
cultural vantage point. The vision of the five pillars of “connectivity of the
BRI” relies on language for the communication of key concepts, for the
exchange of different points of view, and for advancing people-to-people
ties. The unique geographical advantages, natural resource endowments and
human resources enjoyed by South Asia make the region highly strategic for
the BRI. Prioritizing the implementation of a language strategy in South
Asia will not only help realize practical bilateral needs, provide a guarantee
for the deepening of pragmatic cooperation, but can also offer a basis for the
deeper institutionalization and sustainable development of the BRI. Building
a language strategy that can serve the BRI is a long-term and systematic
project. Not only must it properly grasp the national language situation and
linguistic needs for interaction with China of countries along the BRI,
promote domestic and international foreign language policy reforms for
China, and scientifically allocate language resources on a practical level, it
must also incorporate reasonable plans for the construction of China’s own
discourse and communications with other countries. This will safeguard
China’s own development and foreign strategy interests, while also

enhancing exchanges and cooperation with respect to language, which will
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improve China’s international image and reputation. At the same time, this
will play a constructive role in terms of China’s ability to shape
international affairs.

KEY WORDS: Language Policy; Discourse Strategy; Belt and Road

Initiative; South Asian Nations; China’s Neighboring Country Strategy

The Simla Convention, the So-Called Anglo-Tibet
Trade Regulations and their Bankruptcy

By Feng Xiang

ABSTRACT: In 1914, China refused to sign the Simla Convention,
thereby rendering the document ineffective. Unwilling to admit defeat, the
British attempted to quietly apply the Simla Convention and its annexed
Anglo-Tibet Trade Regulations in an attempt to demonstrate that the
Convention had taken effect and as a means of securing its objective of
dividing China. With respect to trade, this policy was not only challenged by
the 13th Dalai Lama, but more importantly the local officials of British India
did not even know of the existence of the Simla Convention and its attached
schedules. In practice, the government of British India and its officials found
that it was impossible to disregard the Chinese central government and use
the Simla Convention to resolve issues any of concern. This demonstrates
that the Simla Convention and its various attachments never became legally
binding. and that in practice the British policies regarding the Convention
could never even be effectively implemented. As a product of the Simla
Convention, the McMahon Line was never anything more than a “castle in
the sky” that the British attempted to plant in the minds of Indian ruling

elites.
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