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Retreat for the Sake of Advancing: The Logic Behind the Transition of

Trump Administration’ s Afghanistan Strategy
TIAN Guanggiang
( Institute of AsiaPacific and Global Strategy Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: In order to solve the Afghan problems as soon as possible the Trump administration made the
Afghanistan strategy which highlights America’ s three core interests and four core pillars. Its contents and
means were changed from “exerting pressure” to “promoting peace” depending on the situation. The transition
of Trump administration’ s Afghanistan strategy serves its global strategy. In order to achieve the dynamic
balance between resources and goals the United States whose national strength is relatively declining is
eager to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan in order to concentrate limited strategic resources to cope with the
strategic competition of big powers. However given the complex situation of Afghanistan and the shortcomings
of the strategy itself the Trump Afghanistan strategy faces a number of severe challenges: little consideration
of the Afghan government’ s interests in the US-Taliban Peace Deal difficulty in building mutual trust between
the Trump administration and the Afghan Taliban and the dispute between the Afghan government and the
Afghan Taliban. Only by reaching a real reconciliation within Afghanistan building a political structure in line
with the interests of all parties and putting together the strength and wisdom of the great powers in the region
can Trump administration” s Afghanistan strategy be effective.

Key words: international power structuré “Trumpism”; global strategy; Afghanistan strategy

@ ANDSF Offensives Begun in Afghanistan’ s West: Official. TOLOnews. https: //tolonews. com/afghanistan / andsf - offensives — begun — af-
ghanistan% E2%80%99s—west—official 2020-05-21.

133



