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Institutional Supply and the Belt and Road Initiative Development Coop-

eration

SHEN Minghui SHEN Chen

Abstract: Based on a comprehensive comparison of different supply paradigms
of development cooperation institutions, this paper proposes that against the
background of globalization and deep integration, “coordination paradigm” is
conducive to strengthening the coordination between domestic and international
institutions and realizing the complementary advantages among participating
countries. Although comparative advantage should be based on the market,
progressive development of comparative advantage requires guidance and regula-
tion of the government, thus giving birth to the integration of domestic mecha-
nisms and the coordination of international institutions. The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRD) development cooperation is dedicated to giving play to and shaping
comparative advantages, which is essentially a “coordination paradigm” charac-
terized by complementary advantages. The BRI has rich and diversified institu-
tional supply through mechanisms such as integration, embedding, nesting and
docking, and its effect on the development cooperation among countries along
the BRI routes and the whole world at large is beginning to emerge. At pres-
ent, there are still some institutional obstacles to development cooperation un-
der the BRI framework. In this regard, this paper suggests constant innovation
of coordination mechanisms and promotion of high-quality and sustainable de-
velopment under the BRI.

Key words: the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), development cooperation, insti-

tutional supply, coordination paradigm, comparative advantage, connectivity



