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it transitioned towards an export-oriented strategy, Thailand adopted foreign
economic policies of comprehensive opening. This resulted in the Thai
government losing its control over the expansion of the industrial base at an
early stage of its economic development Its industrial expansion was reliant
on foreign companies and capital, making it difficult for Thailand to undergo
industrial transition, and its economic development stalled after it achieved
middle-income status. A comparison of the ROK and Thailand offers
important lessons for East Asian countries with respect to foreign economic
policy choices as they opt for export-oriented strategies. With respect to
theory, this contributes to gaps in the literature on “ East Asia’s
experiences” when it comes to foreign economic policies and their impacts on
domestic politics and economics.

Key Words: Progressive Opening; Comprehensive Opening; Independent
Industrial Expansion; Dependent Industrial Expansion; Industrial Development
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International Discourse Power from the Perspective of Field Theory:
Theory, Reality and the Practice of China Yue Shengsong

Abstract: International discourse power is a state’s capacity to incorporate
it’s national values and cultural symbols into international public policy
narratives, with the objective of shaping the norms and public opinions of the
international community vis-d-vis its interests, Field theory argues that the
power of actors engaged in social interactions is restricted by the external
environment-and in the case of international discourse power, this external
environment can be thought of as prevailing narratives within the
international community. The rules of the field, the customs of discourse,
discursive capital, and the position of states within the international
community collectively determine the distribution of international discourse
power. Nowadays, the Western world still maintains hegemonic power in
terms of the environment within which international narratives are
shaped. As China’s position together with its international discourse power is
enhanced, as its discursive capital increases, and as it broadens its
competitive advantage to a large extent, Western actors have attempted to
control the rules of the field as a means of protecting their hegemonic

power. This has resulted in the growing levels of structural pressure on
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China, which faces a bottleneck concerning the growth of its own
international discourse power. Under these circumstances, China should
consider creating a new field of discourse, where enables it proactively re-
construct the rules of the field and relationships between the parties to
international discourse, thereby asserting a robust and effective Chinese
discourse power. The Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations
represents a constructive effort in this direction, and has therefore posed
deep implications: as partnership and the community of shared destiny
replace hierarchical relationships within the current international relations,
an equal and constructive sense of public opinion and corresponding
international institutions can be built In this way, China’s narratives will
relatively grow in terms of their legitimacy and moral authority. Besides,
China’s international discourse power will be realized as rules shaping
conflict between civilizations are replaced by those which support learning
between them, and as China leverages its unique advantages with respect to
cultural capital to build its capacity to set the agenda and to model customary
norms. This will promote accurate descriptions and understandings of Chinese
narratives.

Key Words: Field Theory; International Discourse Power; Chinese
Diplomacy; Dialogue among Civilizations
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