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Russian Scholars’ Perception of China’s Belt and Road Initiative

Wang Xuemei
Abstract: Since China’s initiation of the Belt and Road initiative, the Russian
research community has paid close attention to the strategic intention of the Belt
and Road initiative, its influence on Russia as well as its challenges and other
issues. Russian scholars have formed a variety of different perceptions. Accord-
ingly, two opposite policy recommendations have been put forward for the Rus-
sian decision—makers. Understanding the cognition and proposition of the Belt
and Road initiative by the Russian research community is of great significance to
strengthening the strategic communication and cooperation between China and
Russia.
Key words: Russian scholars; the Belt and Road Initiative; Cognition
About the Author: Wang Xuemei, Ph.D Candidate, Graduate School of Chinese
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Policy Swing and Divided Cognition: The Transition of Australian Diploma-
cy towards China

Qin Sheng
Abstract: Since 2017, the sharp changes in Australia’s diplomacy towards China
have become the focus of China— Australia relations. The extreme and targeted
China policy formulated by Turnbull in the late period of his government ruined
the win—win situation of China—Australia economic and trade cooperation, and
China’s trade and investment interests suffered heavy losses. On the one hand,
the Australia—US military alliance and intelligence alliance began to influence
Australia’s economic and trade policies, which has undermined the foundation of
Australia’s balanced diplomacy; on the other hand, Australia’s domestic cogni-

tion of China has been severely divided in terms of government, society and re-
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search, further exacerbating the uncertainty of its diplomacy towards China. The
transformation of the focus of China—Australia relationship, the policy sway of
the Australian ruling party and the intensification of Sino—US strategic competi-
tion indicate that Australia’s diplomacy toward China faces enormous challenges.
Key words: Diplomacy with China, Divided Cognition, Policy Swing, Balanced
Diplomacy, Strategic Competition
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Asymmetric Conflict: the Internal Logic of the U.S. —North Korea Interaction
Zhang Dongdong
Abstract: The asymmetry theory has novel value in explaining the conflict
between small nations and big powers. This paper uses asymmetry theory to explain
the interaction and conflict between the United States and North Korea, and
holds that the asymmetric strength between the United States and North Korea
leads to different concerns and different perceptions of the two sides, which is likely
to lead to the escalation of conflict between the United States and North Korea.
Key Words: the United States; North Korea; Asymmetric Conflict; Concern;
Perception
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Strategic Studies, Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C (National

Academy of Governance)

The “Indo—Pacific” Strategy: Retrospect and Prospect
Cai Zebin; Li Demu

Abstract: Major and middle powers in the Indo— Pacific region, including the
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